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POLICY STATEMENTPOLICY STATEMENTPOLICY STATEMENTPOLICY STATEMENT    
 
The curriculum is broad, rich and set outs to meets the range of abilities and aptitudes of all our 
pupils. It is focused on our aim to define and refine the special qualities of all pupils. Lessons are 
well planned, with varied activities to meet a range of learning styles and to address the needs of 
those with a learning difficulty, disability or statement of need, and it is appropriate to the age of the 
pupils. Each pupil is encouraged to meet his or her potential in all areas of the curriculum. The 
curriculum makes provision for pupils to acquire skills in speaking, listening, literacy and numeracy 
and aims to contribute to each pupil’s intellectual, physical and personal attainment and 
development.   
 
All pupils have equal access to the curriculum and it enables pupils to learn and to make progress, 
including those with special educational needs. The curriculum aims to educate that whole person; 
all pupils have common needs to develop skills and attitudes necessary for their individual 
autonomy, and for the work, and for political and social participation in our democratic society. 
Curriculum provision includes the preparation of pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experience of adult life. Pupils face the common experience of living in a world which is increasingly 
international, multi-ethnic and interdependent both economically and politically. Our curriculum is 
based on a common framework which provides coherence, and, while catering for individual needs 
and abilities, still ensures the provision of a broadly based learning experience. 
 
There is appropriate careers guidance (see also Careers Policy) 
 
Hampshire Collegiate School provides full- time supervised education to pupils of compulsory school 
age, from Sixth Form education to education in the EYFS setting. 
 
The Learning Support department provides additional support and tuition for pupils with learning 
difficulties and disabilities and those where English is a second language.  Where pupils have a 
statement of educational needs, the Learning Support department is responsible for the regular  
monitoring  and the annual review of these pupils.  
    
HCS aims: 

• to give pupils the experience of learning in an environment which is a caring community 
where life is enjoyable, where each pupils individual needs are  supported . 

• to enable all pupils to develop as fully as possible their abilities, interests and aptitudes, and 
to make adequate provision if necessary for those who are in any way disadvantaged. 

• to allow pupils to develop lively enquiring minds, to be capable of independent thought and to 
enjoy learning so that they may be encouraged to take advantage of educational 
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opportunities in later life. 
• to develop a curriculum which ensures contact with major areas of knowledge and experience 

which helps children to know more about  themselves and the society in which they live. 
• to give pupils the skills necessary to respond effectively to social, economic and political 

changes and to changing patterns of work. 
• to develop the social skills necessary to work successfully with other  people. 
• to equip pupils for their adult roles in society and to help them to understand the 

responsibilities of being parents, citizens and consumers. 
• to encourage appreciation and concern for their environment. 
• to develop interests and skills which will continue to give personal satisfaction in the use of 

leisure time. 
• to encourage pupils to develop physical fitness  

 
All curriculum plans and Schemes of Work provided content, skills and teaching styles appropriate 
the ages and abilities of all our pupils and provides linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, 
human and social, physical and aesthetic and creative education. 
 
The curriculum is enriched by a wide range of extracurricular activities.  
 
Pupils also participate in a PSHE programme which reflects the schools aims.  In the Junior School 
and in years 7, 8 and 9 PSHE is delivered as a discrete subject, in Years 10 and 11 it is delivered by 
tutors.  
Physical education forms a part of every pupil’s curriculum.  
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SENIOR SENIOR SENIOR SENIOR SCHOOL SUMMARY TABLE Number of lesson per week (30 period week) SCHOOL SUMMARY TABLE Number of lesson per week (30 period week) SCHOOL SUMMARY TABLE Number of lesson per week (30 period week) SCHOOL SUMMARY TABLE Number of lesson per week (30 period week)     
 

YEARYEARYEARYEAR    7777    8888    9999    10101010    11111111    12121212    13131313    

Art & Design 2 1 1     

Art & Design: Textiles        

Biology  1 1     

Chemistry  1 1     

Design & Technology: Resistant Materials 1  
 1 

 
 1 

    

Design & Technology: Textiles 1     

Drama 2 1 1     

English 4 5 5 5 5   

Geography 1 1 1     

History 1 1 1     

ICT 1 1 1     

Mathematics 4 4 4 4 4   

Spanish 2 2 2     

Modern Language 2  2 2     

Music 2 1 1     

PE 1 2 2 0.5 0.5   

Games 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Physics  1 1     

Option 1    3 3 5 5 

Option 2    3 3 5 5 

Option 3    3 3 5 5 

Option 4    3 3 5 5 

Option 5      5 5 

Science 4   6 6   

**Extra English (not Spanish) 2 2 2     

Religious Studies 1 2 2 0.5 0.5   

PSHE 1 1 1     

GCSE retake Maths & English      2  

Sixth Form Enrichment       1 
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JUNIOR SCHOOL JUNIOR SCHOOL JUNIOR SCHOOL JUNIOR SCHOOL SUMMARY TABLE Number of lesson per week (30 period week) SUMMARY TABLE Number of lesson per week (30 period week) SUMMARY TABLE Number of lesson per week (30 period week) SUMMARY TABLE Number of lesson per week (30 period week)     

    

YEARYEARYEARYEAR    1111    2222    3333    4444    5555    6666    

Art 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Design & Technology 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Drama 0 0 1 1 1 1 

English 7* 7.5* 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 

Geography 1 1 1 1 1 1 

History 1 1 1 1 1 1 

ICT 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Mathematics 7* 5 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5 

Learning outside the Classroom 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Modern Foreign Languages 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Music 1 1 1 1 1 1 

PE 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Games 2 2 3 3 3 3 

Science 2 2 4 4 4 4 

Religious Studies 1 1 1 1 1 1 

PSHE/Form Time 2 1.5 1 1 1 1 

Swimming  2     

 
 
*  Includes Phonics, Spellings and Handwriting 
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HCS CURRICULUM HCS CURRICULUM HCS CURRICULUM HCS CURRICULUM ––––    SENIOR SCHOOLSENIOR SCHOOLSENIOR SCHOOLSENIOR SCHOOL    
SUBJECTS GENERALLY OFFERED AS OPTIONS AT EXAMINATSUBJECTS GENERALLY OFFERED AS OPTIONS AT EXAMINATSUBJECTS GENERALLY OFFERED AS OPTIONS AT EXAMINATSUBJECTS GENERALLY OFFERED AS OPTIONS AT EXAMINATION LEVELION LEVELION LEVELION LEVEL    

    

 GCSEGCSEGCSEGCSE    A/SA/SA/SA/S    A2A2A2A2    

Art & Design: unendorsed � � � 

Art & Design: Textiles � � � 

Biology � � � 

Business Studies � � � 

Chemistry � � � 

Design & Technology Resistant Materials �   

Design & Technology Graphics �   

Design & Technology Graphic Products  � � 

Drama � � � 

Economics  � � 

English core    

English Literature � � � 

French � � � 

Geography � � � 

German � � � 

Government & Politics  � � 

History � � � 

ICT � � � 

Law  � � 

Mathematics core � � 

Further Mathematics  � � 

Music � � � 

Music Technology � � � 

PE & Sport Studies � � � 

Physics � � � 

Psychology  � � 

Religious Studies � � � 

Science (Core and Additional) core   

Spanish � � � 

 
 
 
This document is available to parents and prospective parents on HCS website 
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AppendixAppendixAppendixAppendix    2:  2:  2:  2:  SENIOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM 2010SENIOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM 2010SENIOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM 2010SENIOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM 2010----11111111    
 
 
ART AND DESIGN: ARTART AND DESIGN: ARTART AND DESIGN: ARTART AND DESIGN: ART    

Year 7 Course DescriptionYear 7 Course DescriptionYear 7 Course DescriptionYear 7 Course Description    
The aim of the course, in Year 7, is to develop a range of practical skills, to introduce students to 
working in a variety of media and scale, to acquire a working vocabulary, an understanding of 
specialist language appropriate to the study of Art and Design, and to develop visual literacy.  
A flexible, multi-media approach encourages individual initiative, a willingness to investigate, to 
research and to develop their ideas. 
Drawing is fundamental to the visual language of Art and Design and drawing from observation is a 
recurring activity, exploring a variety of media and scale.  
Observational drawing helps students to understand what they see and develops concentration, the 
ability to analyse, to identify, to select, to compare and to evaluate. Projects provide students with a 
variety of opportunities and learning situations in which they are encouraged to make a personal 
response, and allow for a variety of outcomes, and differentiation, across the ability range. Students 
are encouraged to study work from different periods and cultures, to inform their own work and to 
develop skills of critical analysis. 
All students are encouraged to reach their full potential in Art and Design.  

Year 8 Course DescriptionYear 8 Course DescriptionYear 8 Course DescriptionYear 8 Course Description    
The aim of the course, in Year 8, is to develop a range of practical skills, to introduce students to 
working in a variety of media and scale, to acquire a working vocabulary, an understanding of 
specialist language appropriate to the study of Art and Design, and to develop visual literacy.  
A flexible, multi-media approach encourages individual initiative, a willingness to investigate, to 
research and to develop their ideas. 
Drawing is fundamental to the visual language of Art and Design and drawing from observation is a 
recurring activity, exploring a variety of media and scale.  
Observational drawing helps students to understand what they see and develops concentration, the 
ability to analyse, to identify, to select, to compare and to evaluate. Projects provide students with a 
variety of opportunities and learning situations in which they are encouraged to make a personal 
response, and allow for a variety of outcomes, and differentiation, across the ability range. They are 
encouraged to study work from different periods and cultures in order to inform their own work and 
to develop skills of critical analysis. 
All students are encouraged to reach their full potential in Art and Design.  

Year 9 Course DescriptionYear 9 Course DescriptionYear 9 Course DescriptionYear 9 Course Description    
The aim of the course, in Year 9, is to enable students to develop a range of practical, manipulative, 
technical, analytical and perceptual skills. Students will acquire a range of skills, experience and 
understanding in a variety of media. An interpretive, flexible approach is encouraged to develop 
personal confidence, and to foster the ability to work and to think independently. This encourages 
individual initiative, a willingness to investigate, to research and to develop personal ideas. 
Projects provide students with a variety of opportunities and learning situations and allow for a 
variety of outcomes. Students are encouraged to study work from different periods and cultures, to 
inform their own work and to develop skills of critical analysis. Contextual study is integrated into 
practical work and provides an awareness of diverse cultural and visual conventions. Projects are 
sequential offering insight into the concept of “units” of work which is how the coursework 
component of all examination courses is structured. Drawing is fundamental to the visual language 
of Art and Design and drawing form observation is a recurring activity. 
Students are encouraged to make a personal response to the projects set and to draw upon their 
own experiences, imagination, environment and culture, according to their individual levels of ability. 
Projects are open-ended to allow for differentiation by outcome. Each student is encouraged to 
achieve their full potential in Art and Design. 
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Year 10 Course Description Year 10 Course Description Year 10 Course Description Year 10 Course Description ----    AQA Unendorsed GCSE Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed GCSE Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed GCSE Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed GCSE Art and Design    
The Art Department embraces a multi-disciplinary approach and encourages students to explore a 
variety of materials, techniques and processes. Students have the opportunity to develop their own 
particular strengths and interests, and to continue to learn new skills. They are also encouraged to 
develop further manipulative, technical and perceptual skills, the capacity for critical analysis and 
the ability to make informed judgements. A flexible, multi-media approach encourages individual 
initiative, a willingness to investigate, to explore, to experiment, to research and to develop personal 
ideas. Students have an opportunity to make a personal response to their own experiences, 
environment and culture as well as investigating the visual characteristics of other cultures and 
societies. Contextual study is integrated into practical work to enable students to make relevant, and 
informed, connections with the work of others. 
The GCSE course comprises the Portfolio unit (coursework) (60%) and an Externally Set Task(40%). 
There are three units of coursework, two of which are produced in Year 10. The first unit is based 
upon work from direct observation and is set for the group as a whole to provide continuity from Year 
9. However, there is always flexibility to enable students to develop their work in a personal way. 
There is a choice of starting points from which to work for the second unit. Students are encouraged 
to work with increasing independence as the course progresses and to take greater responsibility for 
their own learning.     

Year 11 Course Description Year 11 Course Description Year 11 Course Description Year 11 Course Description ----    AQA Unendorsed GCSE Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed GCSE Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed GCSE Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed GCSE Art and Design    
The Art Department embraces a multi-disciplinary approach and encourages students to explore a 
variety of materials, techniques and processes. Students have the opportunity to develop their own 
particular strengths and interests, and to continue to learn new skills. They are also encouraged to 
develop further manipulative, technical and perceptual skills a capacity for critical analysis and the 
ability to make informed judgements. A flexible, multi-media approach encourages individual 
initiative, a willingness to investigate, to explore, to experiment, to research and to develop personal 
ideas. Students have an opportunity to make a personal response to their own experiences, 
environment and culture as well as investigating the visual characteristics of other cultures and 
societies. Contextual study is integrated into practical work to enable students to make relevant, and 
informed, connections with the work of others. 
The GCSE course comprises the Portfolio unit (coursework) (60%) and an Externally Set Task (40%). 
There are three units of coursework, two of which are produced in Year 10. The third unit is produced 
in Year 11, as the mock examination. This occupies most of the Autumn Term. The deadline for the 
coursework is the end of January. Thereafter, students will be working upon the Controlled Test until 
the final deadline in May.   

Year 12 CourYear 12 CourYear 12 CourYear 12 Course Description se Description se Description se Description ––––    AQA Unendorsed AS Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed AS Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed AS Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed AS Art and Design    
The Art Department embraces a multi-disciplinary approach and encourages students to explore a 
variety of materials, techniques and processes. Students have the opportunity to develop their own 
particular strengths and interests, as well as continuing to learn new skills and to acquire greater 
breadth and depth of knowledge. They are also encouraged to develop further manipulative, 
technical and perceptual skills, a capacity for critical analysis, conceptual thought, the ability to 
make informed judgements and to work independently. The Unendorsed syllabus encourages a 
flexible, multi-media approach, individual initiative, a willingness to explore, to experiment, to 
research and to develop ideas. Students have an opportunity to make a personal response to their 
own experiences, environment and culture, as well as investigating the visual characteristics of other 
cultures and societies. Contextual study is integrated into practical work to enable students to make 
relevant, and informed, connections with the work of others. The AS course is entirely practical and 
comprises the Portfolio unit (coursework) (50%), and an Externally Set Task (50%). The deadline for 
the coursework is March. The Externally Set Task has a lead in period of 2 to 3 weeks for research 
and supporting work. The timed piece has a limit of 5 hours. The timed period of supervised work is 
followed by several weeks during which ideas are developed at more depth and further work is 
carried out. All work is internally assessed and externally moderated. Moderation takes place in 
June.  
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Year 13 Course Description Year 13 Course Description Year 13 Course Description Year 13 Course Description ––––    AQA Unendorsed AS Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed AS Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed AS Art and DesignAQA Unendorsed AS Art and Design    
The Art Department embraces a multi-disciplinary approach and encourages students to explore a 
variety of materials, techniques and processes. Students have the opportunity to develop their own 
particular strengths and interests, as well as continuing to learn new skills and to acquire greater 
breadth and depth of knowledge. They are also encouraged to develop further manipulative, 
technical and perceptual skills, a capacity for critical analysis, conceptual thought, the ability to 
make informed judgements and to work independently. The syllabus encourages a flexible, multi-
media approach, individual initiative, a willingness to explore, to experiment, to research and to 
develop ideas. Students have an opportunity to make a personal response to their own experiences, 
environment and culture, as well as investigating the visual characteristics of other cultures and 
societies. Contextual study is integrated into practical work to enable students to make relevant, and 
informed, connections with the work of others. The A2 course comprises the Personal Investigation 
(coursework) (50%), and an Externally Set Task (50%). The Personal Investigation unit is practical 
work accompanied by written personal research, of between 1 and 3,000 words for example, critical 
analysis of pieces which have been selected for contextual study.  The theme or topic for the 
Personal Investigation is devised by the student. The deadline for the coursework is March. The 
Controlled Test begins with several weeks of research and supporting work. The timed piece has a 
limit of 15 hours. All work is internally assessed and externally moderated. Moderation takes place in 
June.  
 
ART AND DESIGN: TEXTILESART AND DESIGN: TEXTILESART AND DESIGN: TEXTILESART AND DESIGN: TEXTILES    

GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11    

This GCSE textiles course gives the opportunity to particularly focus on the textiles element of Art and 
Design.  The course will be run within the Art Department, alongside the unendorsed course which 
also give opportunities for textiles work. 
The first part of the course is highly structured and projects are set for the group as a whole, but 
there is always flexibility, allowing you to develop these in a personal way.  You will be encouraged to 
work with increasing independence as the course progresses, in preparation for the Controlled Test, 
at the end of the course. 
Assessment is through coursework (60% of the total) and the Controlled Test (40% of the total).  The 
coursework is divided into three units; a unit consists of a group of work, which is linked by a 
common theme.   

Areas of StudyAreas of StudyAreas of StudyAreas of Study  
Candidates are required to work in one or more area(s) of Textiles, such as those listed below. They 
may explore overlapping areas and combinations of areas. 

• printed and/or dyed materials 

• domestic textiles 

• constructed and/or applied textiles 

• fashion and/or costume 
Knowledge, skills and understandingKnowledge, skills and understandingKnowledge, skills and understandingKnowledge, skills and understanding    
Candidates should adopt an integrated approach to the critical, practical and theoretical study of art, 
craft and design which includes first-hand experience of original work. 
Candidates must show knowledge and understanding of: 
a. how ideas, feelings and meanings are conveyed in images and artefacts in their chosen area(s) of 
textiles; 
b. a range of art, craft and design processes in two and/or three dimensions related to the chosen 
area(s) of textiles, including, where appropriate, information and communication technology; 
c. how images and artefacts relevant to their chosen area(s) of study relate to their social, historical 
and cultural context; 
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d. a variety of approaches, methods and intentions and the contribution of contemporary 
practitioners and others from different times and cultures to continuity and change in their chosen 
area(s) of textiles. 
Candidates will be expected to demonstrate skills in the context of their chosen area(s) of study: 

• making appropriate use of colour, line, shape, texture, pattern, harmony, contrast and/or 
repetition; 

• showing in their work an understanding of process, meaning, mood, style and scale; 

• using methods and processes appropriate for the intended audience or the purpose of their 
chosen aspect of textiles; 

• showing in their work appreciation of the relationship of form and function and, where 
applicable, the constraints of working to a brief; 

• providing evidence of working in a variety of textile methods, such as fabric printing, tie-dye, 
batik, spraying, transfer, fabric construction and stitching; 

• providing evidence of the use of safe working practices. 
 
BUSINBUSINBUSINBUSINESS STUDIESESS STUDIESESS STUDIESESS STUDIES    

GCSE:  YEAR 10GCSE:  YEAR 10GCSE:  YEAR 10GCSE:  YEAR 10 
Term 1  Business and People  

• The structure of business activity  

• The need for business activity 

• Business ownership,  

• organisations, growth and location  

• Employment and retention 

• Organisation and communication 

Term 2  Finance  
• Financial information and decision making 

• Sources of finance 

• Financial forecasting and analysis 

• External influences on business activity 

Term 3  Production 
• Using and managing resources to produce goods and services 

• Types of production methods  

• Management and control of production  

• Production costs 

In the Summer Term the students will also begin research for their controlled assessment 
Material is assessed in Year 11 by the following methods: 
Controlled assessmentControlled assessmentControlled assessmentControlled assessment    25% of final mark 
This will involve up to 10 hours on research/data collection and up to 6 hours writing a report. 
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Written examination paper 1Written examination paper 1Written examination paper 1Written examination paper 1 25% of final mark 
1 hour duration: This question paper consists of compulsory short-answer data-response questions 
Written examination paper 2Written examination paper 2Written examination paper 2Written examination paper 2 50% of final mark 
1 hour 30 minutes. This question paper consists of compulsory questions based on the pre-released 
case study stimulus material. 

GCSE: YEAR 11GCSE: YEAR 11GCSE: YEAR 11GCSE: YEAR 11    
Term 1: Marketing and Enterprise controlled assessment  

• Marketing 

• Market research and data collection 

• The marketing mix 

• Marketing in the wider business environment 

• Enterprise 

• Enterprise and the entrepreneur 

• The business plan 

Term 2: The external business environment 
• The competitive environment 

• Environmental influences and business ethics 

• Government and the UK economy 

• Globalisation and UK business 

Term 3: Revision and exam preparation 
For the final examination, material is assessed by the following methods: 
Controlled assessmentControlled assessmentControlled assessmentControlled assessment    25% of final mark 
This will involve up to 10 hours on research/data collection and up to 6 hours writing a report. 
Written examination  paper 1Written examination  paper 1Written examination  paper 1Written examination  paper 1 25% of final mark 
1 hour duration: This question paper consists of compulsory short-answer data-response questions 
Written examination paper 2Written examination paper 2Written examination paper 2Written examination paper 2 50% of final mark 
1 hour 30 minutes.  This question paper consists of compulsory questions based on the pre-released 
case study stimulus material. 

A LEVEL A LEVEL A LEVEL A LEVEL     
In the first year there are two main learning topics. The first of those is called: 
‘Planning and Financing a Business’ ‘Planning and Financing a Business’ ‘Planning and Financing a Business’ ‘Planning and Financing a Business’ and includes information on the different types of business 
structure and an  introduction to money matters.  
The second topic is called ‘Managing a Business’Managing a Business’Managing a Business’Managing a Business’ and gives a more knowledge on increasing profits, 
recruiting and managing employees, operations management (including customer service and 
technology), plus marketing. 
In the second year students build on that solid knowledge-base with another two main learning 
topics.  
The first is titled ‘Strategies for Success’Strategies for Success’Strategies for Success’Strategies for Success’ and includes financial strategies to improve profits, 
strategies to take on the competition, operational strategies to improve products and for improving 
employee relations. These are the four cornerstones of a successful business.  
The second topic is titled ‘The Business Environment and Managing Change’The Business Environment and Managing Change’The Business Environment and Managing Change’The Business Environment and Managing Change’. This helps students 
plan the vision of a business, and how to deal with the impact of economic, cultural, political or 
technological changes on an organisation. 
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Assessment:Assessment:Assessment:Assessment:    
In the first year students sit two papers, one on each of the learning topics studied. 
The paper on the first topic lasts 75 minutes and accounts for 20% of the total A Level marks. 
The paper on the second topic lasts 90 minutes and accounts for 30% of the total A Level marks.  
A pass in year one is recognised with an AS level. 
In year two the paper on the first topic lasts 105 minutes and accounts for 25% of your total A Level 
marks.  
The paper on the second topic also lasts 105 minutes and accounts for 25% of your total A Level 
marks. 
 
DRAMADRAMADRAMADRAMA    

YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7    
The Drama delivered promotes individual self-confidence, encourages social cooperation and 
enhances creativity. Drama’s distinctiveness lies in the fact that our work takes place in a fictional 
environment with clearly defined boundaries; when acting as someone else, somewhere else, 
students look at their lives, identities, values and culture in a place where their real identity and 
status are not at stake. Drama enables us to symbolise the world in ways that engage the intellect 
and the emotions. Through drama, students can develop their ‘emotional literacy’ and analytical 
awareness by seeing the world imaginatively from other perspectives. 
In Year 7 students at HCS are expected to meet and explore a range of dramatic techniques, which 
are developed and extended in Year 8. 
The following topics will be covered in Year 7:     
Status – The analysis of social status and the way in which we can express this through movement 
and charaterisation.  
Movement and Mime – An investigation of how the body can express emotion and feelings through 
non-verbal communication. 
Greek Theatre – The history of Greek Theatre and its relevance on theatre today. 
Choral  Speech - An investigation of how the voice can express emotion and feelings through verbal 
communication. Students will be expected to work individually and in groups. 
Mask – An exploration of how non-verbal communication can tell a story. 
Characterisation – How to create effective characters, necessary for all drama work. 
Commedia  del’ Arte – The history of Italian comedy, its characters and its relevance on theatre 
today.  
The Roses of Eyam – A historical look at the plague and a depiction of a true story. 
Drama develops thinking, speaking and listening, reading, writing and critical analysis through 
emotional and imaginative engagement. It has cross-curricular links with all subjects. 

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8    
In Year 8, students develop and extend a range of dramatic techniques which they have learnt in 
Year 7. 
The following topics will be covered in Year 8:     
Devising and improvising  - An exploration of the skills necessary for creating drama in groups. 
Poor Theatre – The study of a minimalistic style of theatre which uses props to tell a story. 
Physical Theatre  - The further exploration of how movement can tell a clear story. 
Symbolism and Representation – The analysis of non-verbal signs and their messages on an 
audience. 
Stanislavski basics – The practitioner who believed in naturalistic acting and his influences on 
modern theatre. 
Auschwitz – A moral and historic understanding of the events of WWII and the plight of Jews. 
Brecht basics - The practitioner who believed in non-naturalistic acting and his influences on modern 
theatre. 
Diego Garcia – A moral and historical look at the events surrounding this island in the 1960’s and its 
effect on its people today.  
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Tell Tale Heart and Dramatic Tension – An investigation of what makes dramatic tension in drama 
through the use of Edgar Allan Poe’s novel. 

YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9    
By Year 9, the emphasis is increasingly on the choices pupils make for themselves when deciding 
how to interpret texts, develop ideas and explore situations through performance. When pupils are 
making, performing and responding to Drama, they are developing the skills and understanding that 
are central to achieving real progress in the subject. 
The following topics will be covered in Year 9:     
‘Blood Brothers’ – A study of Willie Russell’s well loved play and characters. 
Stage Fighting – Learning the techniques of stage fighting in a safe environment. 
‘Journey’s End’ and ‘Mal de Mere’ – A study of two contrasting play texts. 
‘The Hero’ – A unit of work based on WWI and the idea of a hro/coward. 
Artaud/Grotowski/Boal basics - The study of three practitioners and their styles of theatre ready for 
GCSE work. 

YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10    
In Year 10, students develop and extend a range of dramatic techniques which they have learnt in 
Year 9. The focus of the year is to solidify and extend the student’s prior knowledge and 
understanding of techniques and styles of drama which are necessary for success in their studies. 
 The following topics will be covered in Year 10:     
Revision of Practitioners: Stanislavski (Naturalism), Brecht (Non-naturalism) and Artaud (Theatre of 
Cruelty)     
Mock Unit 1- A study and exploration of the events of 9/11 and the individual stories of those 
associated with the Twin Towers 
Mock Unit 3 – A scripted/devised piece of group drama assessed at GCSE level 
Unit 1- An examined Unit counting for 1/3 of the pupil’s final grade 

YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11    
In Year 11, students continue to develop their application of dramatic techniques and are assessed 
on two further Units of work.  
The following work is covered in Year 11:     
Unit 2 –‘Teechers’ by John Godber: A textural study of one of Godber’s most comic plays set in a 
failing inner city school. The plot, characters and style of the play are analysed both theoretically and 
practically, making up 1/3 of the pupils final GCSE grade. 
Rehearsals for Unit 3 – This is the purely practical element of the GCSE course.  Each year the exam 
board set the challenge of staging either devised/scripted plays under around a theme. This year: 
Loss.  Students are required to rehearse together for approximately 12 weeks, taking ownership over 
their final piece which is examined by an external examiner. 

YEAR 12YEAR 12YEAR 12YEAR 12    
In the AS course, students extend on their prior learning from GCSE by utilising their learnt skills and 
understanding of drama and theatre.   
The following work is covered in Year 13: 
Unit 1: Exploration of Drama and Theatre: The study of two contrasting play texts in a practical and 
active way.  One of the plays is studied in the light of a recognised theatre practitioner.  The 
coursework and practical exploration, makes up 40% of their mark for this year.  Students will learn 
how to analyse these plays in order to interpret their elements in performance. 
Unit 2: Theatre text in Performance: This unit offers the chance for the students to demonstrate 
skills in performance.  The students are expected to rehearse a monologue/duologue as well as 
contribute to a group performance. 

YEAR 13YEAR 13YEAR 13YEAR 13    
In the Year 13 course, students are expected to apply and culminate all learnt elements to their 
work, drawing on various influences to create theatre, perform a devised play and prove their 
knowledge and understanding in a written examination at the end of the year. 
The following work is covered in Year 13:     
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Unit 3: Exploration of Dramatic Performance: The creation of a devised performance from a stimulus 
set by the teacher examiner. Students particularly enjoy this unit of work as they take on many roles 
in the process of devising through to final performance of their piece. ‘Supported Written Evidence’ 
supports their understanding of the skills they have used on their journey.  The course work and 
practical performance is assessed by the teacher and makes up 40% of their marks this year. 
Unit 4: Theatre Text in Context (60%): An externally examined written paper. Student study in depth 
one set play text both theoretically and practically. one set play text and one period of theatrical 
development. 

Throughout the course at both AS and A2 level, students are given the opportunity to attend various 
performances by professional companies in order to extend their understanding of live theatre. 
 
ECONOMICSECONOMICSECONOMICSECONOMICS    

YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13    
In GCE Economics you’ll look at the fundamental forces which affect our lives, such as employment, 
prices, international trade and poverty.  
Economists are often in healthy debate with each other over these issues. It is this controversy which 
makes Economics lively and interesting and which allows you the opportunity to make your own 
judgements and form your own opinions.  
There are several definitions of economics, with each trying to encapsulate the essence of the 
subject. However, most textbooks seem to agree that economics concerns the allocation of society’s 
scarce resources amongst the many alternative uses to which they could be put. 
Economics is a fascinating subject because it includes the study of how people behave and interact 
with each other. The dynamic between consumers, manufacturers and government makes 
economics a vibrant topic. Of course, Economics can also lead to an exciting career. 
In year one you’ll focus on both Microeconomics and Macroeconomics.  
Microeconomics addresses issues such as:  
“Why are house prices so high?”,  
“Can pollution effectively be controlled?”  
“Should governments interfere with markets?”  
The macroeconomic issues covered include:  
“Why does the Government have an inflation rate target and how does it affect us?”,  
“What happens to the economy if people decide to spend more?”  
“How are we affected by the Chinese and Indian economies?” 
Economics helps develop a number of personal skills:  
- Research 
- Analysis and evaluation 
- Communication 
- Working with others to discuss economic issues and solve economic problems. 
Students who take economics also often study law, mathematics, geography, history, politics, 
philosophy and languages. Of course if you go on to specialise in economics then it will help you to 
get into university or college. 

A LEVELA LEVELA LEVELA LEVEL    
In year one students focus on both Microeconomics and Macroeconomics.  
In the first half of the year they study, 
Unit 1Unit 1Unit 1Unit 1    Markets and Market FailureMarkets and Market FailureMarkets and Market FailureMarkets and Market Failure    
Microeconomics addresses issues such as: “Why are house prices so high?”, 
“Can pollution effectively be controlled?” and “Should governments interfere with markets?” 
In the second half of the year they study, 
Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    The National EconomyThe National EconomyThe National EconomyThe National Economy    
The macroeconomic issues covered include:  
“Why does the Government have an inflation rate target and how does it affect us?”,  
“What happens to the economy if people decide to spend more?” and  
“How are we affected by the Chinese and Indian economies?”  
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In year 2 the course will build on the micro and macro knowledge gained in year 1. In the first half of 
the year they study: 
Unit 3Unit 3Unit 3Unit 3    Business Economics and the Distribution of IncBusiness Economics and the Distribution of IncBusiness Economics and the Distribution of IncBusiness Economics and the Distribution of Incomeomeomeome    
In the second half of the year they study:  
Unit 4Unit 4Unit 4Unit 4    The National and International EconomyThe National and International EconomyThe National and International EconomyThe National and International Economy    
Students will study two key topics.    
“The global context” which focuses on the impact of globalization and the UK’s economic 
performance, and  
 “The European Union context” which looks at the effects of EU membership and economic policies 
on the UK. 
AssessmentAssessmentAssessmentAssessment    
Each year there are two written papers to complete. Each paper accounts for 50% of the marks for 
that year. There is a mix of short answer questions and a choice of questions requiring longer, more 
detailed answers. 
 
ENGLISHENGLISHENGLISHENGLISH    

KEY STAGE THREE: YEARS 7, 8 AND 9KEY STAGE THREE: YEARS 7, 8 AND 9KEY STAGE THREE: YEARS 7, 8 AND 9KEY STAGE THREE: YEARS 7, 8 AND 9    
The English Department Key Stage 3 teaching centres on Learning Objectives which are an improved 
version of those on the National Curriculum. Progress is tracked using three Key Tasks per term, one 
spoken (En1), one involving reading (En2) and one written assignment (En3). Each will be given a 
National Curriculum Level (from Level 4 - Level 8) and an effort mark between 1 and 4, consistent 
with the whole school marking policy. This will then be scrutinised against Entrance Exam grades, 
CAT scores and previous marks to establish a pattern of progress. Where the pattern is not 
encouraging, the English teacher and the HoD will act together to work out a strategy to bring the 
individual back on target. We also run Extra English classes at KS3, for those students who need 
extra help in subject-based skills. 
One lesson a week is devoted to targeted reading in the school library in Years 7, 8 and 9. Half of 
this lesson will be spent reading, with the other half will be used to complete a focused activity. At 
least one piece of work per term should be word-processed and contain some other kind of ICT –
based skill, such as a picture imported from a website, a website address for further clarification or a 
table or graph imported from Excel. It is the aim of the department to ensure that each year group 
also attends a Theatre Visit as part of their educational experience. 

KEY STAGE FOUR: YEARS 10 AND 11KEY STAGE FOUR: YEARS 10 AND 11KEY STAGE FOUR: YEARS 10 AND 11KEY STAGE FOUR: YEARS 10 AND 11    
In Key Stage Four, students will take two subjects, English or English Language and English 
Literature. At present, we are using the popular AQA (A) specification for both subjects; Year 11 are 
following the old specification, while Year 10 have started the new one. In order to coordinate 
resources effectively, to synchronise exam assessment opportunities and to facilitate the possibility 
of set changes at the end of each term, coursework and exam modules are coordinated across Years 
10 and 11. 
For revision, we use the CGP English revision guide. Useful websites include BBC Bitesize, Teachit! 
and the Andrew Moore Universal Teacher site. A mentoring system, starting in the Autumn Term, 
runs for underperforming students. Each target student will be assigned a mentor who is not their 
English teacher and will benefit from individual guidance, small group sessions and informal 
feedback on written material. In addition English Clinics also start in September, offering voluntary 
aid for those with coursework worries and revision concerns, targeting English skills and texts as a 
priority. 

KEY STAGE FIVE: YEARS 12 AND 13KEY STAGE FIVE: YEARS 12 AND 13KEY STAGE FIVE: YEARS 12 AND 13KEY STAGE FIVE: YEARS 12 AND 13    
In the Sixth Form, the department runs TWO courses: A Level English Literature and GCSE English/ 
English Language retakes, for the small number of students who fail to gain a C grade in Year 11. For 
English Literature, we follow the WJEC course and for GCSE, we re-enter students for the AQA (A) 
qualification, as in Year 11. We prioritise theatre visits for Sixth form students, taking advantage of 
the local excellent theatres in Southampton and Winchester. Where possible, we aim to take the 
students to at least one lecture conference per year and we will also take students to the 
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Southampton University Library, to encourage independent learning and to take advantage of an 
academic range of resources. 
 
ENRICHMENTENRICHMENTENRICHMENTENRICHMENT    

YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13    

In the Sixth Form recognition is given to the wishes of universities and future employers for students 
to offer more than academic excellence. To help our students to develop, opportunities are offered, 
both in enrichment and extracurricular activities. 
Our Sixth Form enrichment programme offers unique opportunities to develop existing or new areas 
of interest. Examples of courses followed by students: 
Team Leadership – leading to a qualification endorsed by The Chartered Management Institute, 
Textiles 
Photography 
Cooking 
CAD/CAM 
ICT/Web design 
Spanish for Business 
Human Rights 
Sports Leadership Award 
In addition to these, the students are encouraged to take part in other extracurricular opportunities 
available through the school’s activities programme.  We currently offer 72 activities for students to 
choose from. 
Sport plays a big part in life at HCS and the sixth form are important contributors to the successes of 
the various sports teams. In the Winter and Spring Terms football, rugby, hockey and netball are the 
major representative sports at the school.  In the Summer Term cricket, tennis and rounders take 
over.  These are supplemented by a variety of sports such as athletics and golf.  Coaching is done at 
all levels by qualified coaches on the school staff. 
The School has a strong reputation in netball, hockey, rugby and cricket with pupils representing 
Hampshire at all age groups every season for many years, and also at Divisional and National level.  
The School also plays host to an annual 7-a-side rugby tournament for schools from across the south 
of England. 
 
GEOGRAPHYGEOGRAPHYGEOGRAPHYGEOGRAPHY    

YEAR 7 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 7 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 7 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 7 COURSE DESCRIPTION    
From Years 7-9 we aim to provide a useful and stimulating foundation in geography. Year 7 is a 
crucial year in developing one of the most essential skills in geography – map reading. This will 
involve the ability to read maps using grid references, scales, distance, direction, map symbols and 
contours.  
We also ensure that the students have a good awareness of the three main areas of geography – 
physical, human and environmental geography.   
Students learn through kinesthetic learning – making contour models for example. They are involved 
in role play and enquiry and start to learn the basic skills of project work – data collection, data 
presentation and analysis. This is then built upon throughout Key Stage 3 to prepare students for 
larger pieces of investigation work at GCSE.  
The ‘Geog 1’ textbook is used in Year 7 alongside a huge variety of other teaching resources and 
methods. 
In Year 7 the following topics are studied: 

• What is Geography?  Settlement  

• Where in the World?  Romsey Project 

• Mapskills   Rivers and Flooding 
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Romsey Project: At the end of the Spring Term, Year 7 students will conduct local fieldwork in 
Romsey. The main theme of the project will be connected to their settlement work and will involve 
them conducting questionnaires, car tax disc and land use surveys. The data collected is used to 
complete a project which will count towards their end of year grade.  
Throughout the year, a wide geographical vocabulary is introduced as a basis for later study. ICT 
skills are also encouraged, where appropriate.  

YEAR 8 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 8 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 8 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 8 COURSE DESCRIPTION    
In Year 8 we build upon the connection between physical and human geography. Students will study 
the formation of various physical environments and landscapes; including tropical rainforests and 
coasts. After understanding how the physical properties and landforms have been created, they will 
then learn about the different issues surrounding these environments. Using role play, students will 
learn how tropical rainforests can be managed and developed in a sustainable way; and in coasts 
they will put themselves into other people’s shoes when trying to decide if a stretch of coastline 
should be protected from coastal erosion. These are then written up to form a different kind of 
assessment to tests.  
A kinesthetic approach to learning is continued with the tropical rainforest model; and students 
develop their investigative skills through fieldwork at Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door. 
The ‘Geog 2’ textbook is used in Year 8 alongside a huge variety of other teaching resources and 
methods. 
In Year 8 the following topics are studied: 

• European Geography  

• Ecosystems  

• Industry  

• Weather and Climate 

• Coasts 

• Dorset Coastline Project 

Dorset Coastline Project: As in Year 7 this will account for 25% of the end of year grade. It will involve 
producing a leaflet on the coastal landforms observed on the fieldtrip, using skills such as annotated 
field sketches. Originality and initiative are also expected for the highest marks. 

YEAR 9 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 9 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 9 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 9 COURSE DESCRIPTION    
In Year 9 students develop their sense of place. This department believes that learning where places 
are, should remain an integral part of geography. This is why we start of the year with the topic ‘A 
global sense of place’. Students also develop various skills connected to this topic including latitude 
and longitude, minutes and time zones.  
In Year 9 students learn a lot about the changing world. The topic ‘Development’ is vital in showing 
students the contrasts in living standards around the world. Using Brazil and China as case studies, 
students also learn to appreciate how there can be large contrasts in development within one 
country.  
To ensure a good balance between physical and human geography, students will study interesting 
topics such as extreme environments – hot deserts and the Arctic tundra; together with issue based 
topics such as climate change. The interaction between the physical and human world within these 
topics, provides lots of stimulating thought and discussion.  
Kinesthetic learning is continued with students producing ‘Local Actions – Global effects T-shirts’ 
and taking part in the Trade Game.  
The ‘Geog 3’ textbook is used in Year 9 alongside a huge variety of other teaching resources and 
methods. 
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In Year 9 the following topics are studied: 
• A global sense of place 

• Development 

• Extreme Environments 

• Our World in 2030 

• Tectonics 

YEAR 10 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 10 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 10 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 10 COURSE DESCRIPTION    
At GCSE, AQA Specification A is taught. 
The main focus of Specification A is an understanding of physical processes and factors that 
produce diverse and dynamic landscapes that change over time. It allows students to appreciate the 
interaction between people and the environment together with an understanding of the need for 
sustainable management. 
Additionally it highlights the critical importance of geography for understanding the world and for 
stimulating an interest in places. It will inspire students to become global citizens by exploring their 
place in the world, their values and responsibilities to other people and to the environment.  
In the first year of the GCSE course, students will study four out of the six topics. All of the physical 
options will be studied first and these include: 

• The Coastal Zone 

• Ice on the Land 

• The Restless Earth 
One of the three human topics will also be covered: 

• Population Change 
Finally we will start to prepare for the controlled assessment element of the course; understanding 
what it will entail, before beginning the process at the start of Year 11. 
 
To be successful at GCSE, students need to be able to learn and remember key processes and 
geographical terminology. 
Students will learn this detail using a variety of methods. Creativity remains a key theme for 
geography, continuing into GCSE and beyond. Students will produce coastal playdoh models which 
can then be annotated with what they have learnt so far. Angel cake wave cut platforms, student 
longshore drift demonstrations and population pyramid top trumps are similarly well received. We 
find making geography fun and interesting helps students to remember the key points and specifics, 
essential if you are to add detail to your answers.  

YEAR 11 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 11 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 11 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 11 COURSE DESCRIPTION    
In Year 11, students will undertake a controlled assessment in the form of a local fieldwork 
investigation, accounting for 25% of their final mark.  
Students will then be taught the remainder of the course; two human topics: 

• Tourism 

• The Development Gap 
At GCSE students will need to write detailed answers, exemplifying with case studies. They will be 
taught to add in this detail throughout the two years and will become more and more adept at writing 
concise answers. 
Numerous other skills will be developed throughout the GCSE course. They include the ability to 
identify issues and communicate findings in many different formats. Students will learn to interpret 
from a variety of sources, such as photographs, satellite images, statistics, maps and books.  
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Students will take part in debating and role play, learning to express their ideas logically whilst taking 
on board the opinions of others. They will also learn how to visually present information in graph, 
table and map form. The use of ICT is also encouraged and developed.  
Finally in Year 11, there will be a strong emphasis on effective revision. No matter which exam, it is 
accuracy and detail which scores marks. As a department, we therefore, work hard on teaching 
students to aim for good structure and sequencing in their answers. The precise detail can be taught 
and learnt through memory maps and case study cards. Attendance at extra revision classes is also 
a bonus!  
The exams are weighted as follows:The exams are weighted as follows:The exams are weighted as follows:The exams are weighted as follows:    
Paper One:  People and the Natural Environment  40% 
Paper Two:  People and the Human Environment  35% 
Controlled Assessment:     25% 
Pupils will be entered into, either, the higher or foundation level examination.  

YEAR 12 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 12 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 12 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 12 COURSE DESCRIPTION    
At AS Level, AQA Specification is taught 
The specification is divided into physical and human geography and is equally balanced between the 
two. 
Physical GeographyPhysical GeographyPhysical GeographyPhysical Geography    
In physical geography, students will advance their knowledge and understanding of: 

• Rivers, floods and management 

• Coastal Environments 
This is taught using a mixture of visual, auditory and kinesthetic approaches. Students will be able to 
visit some of the key landscapes studied in the coastal topic with a fieldtrip to the Hampshire and 
Dorset coastline. Students will also use the school grounds to understand how various physical 
factors such as land use, soil depth and slope can have an effect on the drainage basin system. 
Within the classroom, students will be taught to ask questions and provide in depth answers.  
Human GeographyHuman GeographyHuman GeographyHuman Geography    
In human geography, students will study: 

• Population change 

• Health issues  
The emphasis is on change and development over space and time and their geographical 
implications. Students become involved in A-level debates, such as ‘will population outstrip 
resources?’ The class divides into two, one team supporting the Malthusian theory and the other 
team supporting Boserup. This involves students reading widely to attain supporting evidence, 
together with a mature and effective presentation of their points throughout the debate. They will 
add to their learning by subscribing to A-level Geographical magazines and attending A-level 
conferences held by the Hampshire Geographical Association. We even encourage students to keep 
a note pad by the television in order to note down any relevant detail from news programmes and 
documentaries. This independent approach to learning is essential at A-level.  
Skills and InvestigationSkills and InvestigationSkills and InvestigationSkills and Investigation    
Students at AS will be taught a large range of investigative, ICT, graphical, cartographical and 
statistical skills. This will be examined in relation to rivers or population. Students will also be 
required to undertake a fieldwork investigation. Again, students must aim to learn the specific details 
of their investigation in order to be successful in this exam. 
The exams are weighted as follows:The exams are weighted as follows:The exams are weighted as follows:The exams are weighted as follows:    
Unit 1 – Physical and Human Geography:  70% 
Unit 2 – Geographical Skills:   30%   
YEAR 13 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 13 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 13 COURSE DESCRIPTIONYEAR 13 COURSE DESCRIPTION    
At A2 Level, AQA Specification is taught 
In Year 13 an issues based theme is adopted. Students will again study an equal amount of physical 
and human geography, together with extending their skills from AS. 
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Physical GeographyPhysical GeographyPhysical GeographyPhysical Geography    
In physical geography, students will study: 

• Plate tectonics and associated hazards 

• Weather and Climate and associated hazards 
At A2, students will be taught to develop their essay writing skills and learn to make perceptive 
comments and synoptic links from a range of stimulus material. In order to be successful, students 
must be able to add breadth and depth to their answers. This is achieved through independent 
learning outside of the classroom; for example, subscribing to Geography Review and attending the 
GA conferences. Students are taught to use relevant, contemporary case studies to illustrate the 
overall geographical ideas. 
Human GeographyHuman GeographyHuman GeographyHuman Geography    
In human geography, students will study: 

• World cities 

• Development and globalisation 
Students will be taught these contemporary topics in a number of ways. They will be taught to use 
local examples where possible, in order to maximise retention of specifics. Additionally, students will 
see at first hand the issues involved in urban decline and regeneration through a fieldtrip to the 
London Docklands; undertaking environmental land use surveys and contrasting the effects of urban 
regeneration in Canary Wharf and Canning Town. By visiting the new Olympic Site they will be able to 
appreciate the new wave of regeneration and what it entails. Students can then deliver this 
knowledge and understanding in an exam essay much more easily.  
Skills and InvestigationSkills and InvestigationSkills and InvestigationSkills and Investigation    
Students at A2 will be taught advanced skills, such as interpretation of synoptic charts and a greater 
range of statistical skills. Students must undertake a fieldwork enquiry, being able to justify and 
evaluate their data collection, presentation and analysis techniques. Again, they must aim to learn 
the specific details of their investigation in order to be successful in this exam. 
The exams are weighted as follows:The exams are weighted as follows:The exams are weighted as follows:The exams are weighted as follows:    
Unit 3     –   Contemporary Geographical Issues:  70% 
Unit 4A   –   Geography Fieldwork Investigation: 30%   
 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS     

IN YEARS 1IN YEARS 1IN YEARS 1IN YEARS 12 AND 132 AND 132 AND 132 AND 13    
The specification offered is that of the AQA Board.  AS and A2 both consist of two equally weighted 
units.  The intention is that two teachers will be involved. 
At AS the two compulsory units introduce candidates to aspects of the Government and Politics of 
the UK.  Unit one, ‘People, Politics and Participation,’ focuses on four main topics: participation and 
voting behaviour, electoral systems, political parties, and pressure groups and protest movements.  
Unit two, ‘Governing Modern Britain,’ has as its four main topics: The British constitution, parliament, 
the core executive and multi-level governance.  This will all be covered in Year 12 – Politics, more 
than most subjects, is more than the sum of its parts - before the two end of unit exams, each of 90 
minutes.  
There are alternative routes at A2 but we follow units which focus increasingly upon the Government 
and Politics of the USA.  Again, there are two terminal exams each of 90 minutes duration and each 
carrying 25% of the A2 marks.  Somewhat more extended and comparative answers are anticipated 
than would be the case at AS. 
Specifically, unit 3A entitled ‘The Politics of the USA’ looks at the American voting system, in 
particular presidential elections and the Electoral College.  There is also study of the Republican and 
Democrat parties and explanation of why third parties do not prosper.  More generally, this is set in 
the context of American voting behaviour, for example the importance of ethnicity and religion.  
Finally, there is a study of American pressure groups, more important than their UK counterparts, 
especially in the guise of Political Action Committees.    
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Parallel with this in Year 13 is unit 3B on ‘The Government of the USA’ (as with 3A, aiming to draw 
comparisons with the UK experience).  Thus the rigidity of the US written constitution is juxtaposed 
with the unwritten British one.  Similarly, the roles and powers of the American president are 
contrasted with those of the British prime minister.  In terms of the legislative branches, the 
comparison is between the American Congress and the UK Parliament.  The unit is completed by 
comparing the newly-established British Supreme Court with its politically prominent American 
namesake. 
 
HISTORY HISTORY HISTORY HISTORY     

YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7    
The overall aim in Year 7 is to introduce pupils to aspects of medieval Britain c.1066-1500.  Much of 
the first half term, after a brief consideration of ‘what is History?’ is devoted to consideration of the 
main rivals for the throne in 1066.  Much of the second half focuses on the Battle of Hastings and 
the immediate impact of the Norman Conquest, including such matters as Domesday Book and 
feudalism.   
The Spring Term attempts a brief overview of the early Norman kings and is usually episodic in 
nature, for example the death of William Rufus, Henry II and Becket, Richard I and the Crusades.  
Later topics typically include King John and Magna Carta, the Black Death, Richard II and the 
Peasants’ Revolt.  The Summer Term is more thematic and might encompass the rise and fall of the 
castle, the Church, and more general considerations of medieval life, including peasants, townsmen 
& trade.  Time permitting, some of the Summer Term is given over to the Hundred Years War and the 
Wars of the Roses. 

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8    
The first half of the year is spent on early modern world, with particular reference to Britain c.1500-
1750.  The main focus is the relationship between the crown, parliament, church and people, and 
how a United Kingdom was forged by 1750.  Students will study major  events such as the 
Reformation, The Spanish Armada, The Gunpowder Plot, the Civil War 1642-1649, and the early 
Hanoverians; whilst also looking at important people of the time such as Henry VIII, Mary Queen of 
Scots and Oliver Cromwell.  A more general overview or early modern society will also be attempted.   
The second half of the year is spent looking at how Britain entered and led the modern world c.1750-
1900.  A main focus is how far this amounted to a revolution, for example by considering aspects of 
the agrarian and industrial revolutions, and within the latter by studying such topics as changes in 
transport and the workplace.  Political change (including the changing role of women), and changes 
in warfare, are also amongst the topics followed.  The Crimean War allows for a case study of our 
most illustrious former resident, Florence Nightingale.  A popular end of year topic which usefully 
encompasses many of these themes is the sinking of the Titanic in 1912. 

YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9    
The focus this year is on Britain in the context of the wider world since c.1900, and will include more 
European and world study than has been possible in years seven and eight. 
Much of the Autumn Term will be spent on the Great War, typically covering such topics as its long 
and short term causes, the nature of trench warfare and differing perceptions of the war, for 
example in war poetry.  It is hoped to offer pupils the opportunity to pay a brief residential visit to 
some of the sites of interest, either Ypres in Flanders, or the Somme in France. 
During the Spring Term, students will focus on inter-war Europe, typically the Versailles Treaty, the 
rise of Hitler, the Nazis in power and the origins of World War II.  Comparison might also be made 
with other dictators such as Stalin and Mussolini. 
The main focus in the Summer Term will be on World War II, though the emphasis will necessarily be 
episodic, for example Dunkirk, The Battle of Britain, D-Day & the Atomic bomb.  The Holocaust will 
also be covered.  Time allowing, students will also learn about the advent of the Cold War & the rise 
of the Superpowers. 
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GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11       
The Department follows the History B Modern World History course offered by OCR.  This consists of 
three units.  Unit A971 (45% of the total marks), consists of an outline study of twentieth century 
international relations.  In practice this boils down to a consideration of three major aspects: who 
was to blame for the start of the Cold War 1945-1949, the winners and losers in the 1962 Cuban 
Missile Crisis, and why the United States failed to prevail in Vietnam 1964-1973.  This should be 
completed by the end of January in Year 10.  
The unit also requires students to undertake a study in depth, currently ‘The USA 1945-1975: Land 
of freedom?’  This involves investigation of the Red Scare and McCarthyism, the struggle by 
American Blacks for Civil rights in the 1950s and 1960s, and the parallel struggle by other groups 
such as women, Native Americans and Hispanics.  There is a terminal written exam, lasting 2 hours, 
which targets the application of knowledge of the foregoing aspects.  The work for this unit is 
completed by the end of Year 10. 
In Year 11, candidates study unit 972 (30% of the total marks).  This focuses on the overarching 
theme of how British society changed between 1939 and 1975.  Particular emphasis is placed on 
the social impact of World War, the creation of the National Health Service, immigration, and the 
experience of being a teenager.  The terminal exam of 90 minutes requires students to analyse and 
evaluate contemporary source material in its historical context. 
Year 11 also requires students to undertake a controlled assessment worth 25% of the final marks.  
This is done in the Lent term and is internally marked but externally moderated.  Students are taught 
a topic in preparation for this over several weeks and are then given about 8 hours to write up their 
response to a set question.  Typically they might aspire to produce 2,000 words.  The question, 
inevitably, will change from year to year. A possible example would be to assess the impact of a 
prominent twentieth century individual such as Sir Winston Churchill or Dr Martin Luther King, or to 
consider a theme in depth such as the changing nature of the monarchy in the UK since c.1936.      
There should also be ample time for revision in the early Summer Term. 

YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13    
The OCR specification at AS requires students to study both an outline and an enquiries unit, equally 
weighted, and each resulting in a 90 minute exam.  The precise content might vary from year to year 
depending upon group preference/teacher availability.   
The outline course, covering c.50 years, is essentially essay-based.  For example, ‘England 1509-
1558’ would involve candidates looking at Henry VII’s early reign and character, the ascendancy of 
Cardinal Wolsey, Thomas Cromwell and the supposed ‘Tudor Revolution’, England and its travails in 
the 1540s; and the mid-Tudor Crisis during the reigns of Edward VI and Mary Tudor.  Two essays 
from a choice of three are attempted in the end of unit exam.   
A complementary European enquiry topic might be ‘The French Revolution 1773-1795’ which 
requires pupils to critically assess  a set of sources in context on such themes as the causes of the 
Revolution, the fall of the monarchy and the founding of the Republic, the Revolution and the 
Church, Robespierre and the Terror, and the Thermidorian reaction. 
In Year 13 there is a synoptic unit worth 60% of the A2 marks.   This allows pupils to extend a theme 
started in Year 12, for example ‘Authority and Disorder in Tudor England 1485-1603.’  This covers 
the major rebellions such as Simnel and Warbeck, the Pilgrimage of Grace, the 1549 uprisings, the 
Lady Jane Grey affair of 1553, the 1569 Northern Rebellion and Essex’s revolt of 1601.  Ireland is 
also considered as a specific problem for Tudor monarchs, as well as a more general consideration 
of the effectiveness of the state machinery for maintaining order.  The terminal exam lasts for two 
hours.  
The remaining A2 unit is unit entitled ‘investigations and interpretations.’  This is essentially akin to 
old style coursework.  Students are taught a topic not previously studied at ‘A’ level and then 
produce two essays, each of c.2,000 words (in practice they will produce several and the best 
submitted), for assessment.  These are internally marked and externally moderated.  The 
investigation essay critically assesses a set of passages on a sub-topic (for example, the Nazis’ use 
of terror if ‘Germany 1933-1945’ were the topic), whilst the investigation essay takes a broader view, 
for example by assessing the debate on how far Hitler was either a strong or a weak dictator.    
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ICTICTICTICT    

YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7 
In Year 7 we try to give pupils a good overview of how to use the computer more efficiently.  Pupils 
undertake a number of activities using various types of software.  We start the year explaining how to 
use computers and the internet safely.  We also discuss with them the importance of being safe 
while on the internet so that when they come to start using social networking sites, they are more 
aware of the dangers. 

Pupils complete a number of activities that are designed to give them the broad skills necessary to 
use word processing, presentation, database, desktop publishing and spreadsheet software to a 
basic level.  This is developed upon in later years. 

The final thing we start to look at in Year 7 is the question of validity and bias.  We try to get pupils to 
evaluate information they find and choose the most appropriate for their work. 

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8 
In Year 8 pupils undertake three projects.  In the first term pupils complete a multimedia project on a 
topic of their choice.  The only restrictions are that it needs to be informative, educational, or 
entertaining.  This project looks to build the pupils’ research and storage skills, and looks at 
audience and appropriateness of material. 

The second project is a video project.  Pupils have to work collaboratively to produce a video that can 
be edited and adapted using movie software.  The project concentrates on planning and editing their 
videos. 

The final project is to produce a radio advert for the school.  Similar to the first project, it is to inform, 
educate or entertain.  They will work in pairs to script and record the advert, and then edit using 
software, allowing them to add effects and sounds to create a professional sounding advert. 

Skills we are promoting in Year 8 are teamwork, research, appropriate storage of research, and 
appropriate identification of audience for their work.   

YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9    
In Year 9 pupils complete the European Computer Driving Licence Extra.  They complete four units 
consisting of Word processing, Spreadsheets, Multimedia presentations and Improving productivity 
using ICT. 

This course looks to increase pupils’ computer literacy and give them the skills necessary to use 
computers effectively.  Work is done using online resources and the testing is also done online. 

YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10    
Pupils study a two year GCSE consisting of four parts.  In Year 10 pupils complete the first two parts.  
The first part is ICT in today’s world.  Pupils study a range of ICT systems, as used in the home, at 
school, and in society.  They need to be aware of current and emerging technologies and the impact 
that advances in technology may have on themselves and others.  This makes up 20% of the overall 
mark. 

The second part is a controlled assessment; Practical applications of ICT.  Pupils have to create a 
solution to a problem.  Pupils study a range of everyday software applications to be able to 
manipulate and process data and other information effectively and efficiently and to present 
information in a format suitable for purpose and audience.  Pupils will select from a range of set 
tasks written to enable them to demonstrate their practical ICT ability. 

YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11 

This year’s Year 11 are completing the old GCSE specification so do not actually run on from the Year 
10’s work as documented above.   

In year 11 pupils are completing the second half of their OCR GCSE in ICT.  They have to complete 
project 1A, which is to use multimedia software to advertise a subject of their choice.  They have to 
produce a substantial presentation, or brochure to advertise their choice.  Some pupils have chosen 
to advertise a video game, or create a car magazine, whilst others have chosen to promote a band or 
singer. 
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Their second project is to provide a solution to a problem, using database software.  They have to 
develop their database skills sufficiently that end users could use their product to solve their 
problems.  Pupils have a wide range of problems they can choose to solve.  Examples range from a 
car database for people to research which car to buy, to a database that lists all the shops in 
Southampton and their details, such as opening times, method of payment accepted and what they 
sell. 

 
LAW LAW LAW LAW     

Specification AQA.  The specification as set out by the AQA Board Requires:  

YEAR 12 (AS)YEAR 12 (AS)YEAR 12 (AS)YEAR 12 (AS) 
The course commences with an introduction to civil and criminal law. The specification requires an 
understanding of the different way in which civil and criminal cases are death with. Unit one is by 
way of introduction. However, under Unit 2 some aspects of criminal law and one area of civil law 
(Tort Law) will be studied. There is a choice of Contract Law or Tort Law. We cover Tort Law. 
We then cover Parliamentary Law-making. This includes the influences made on Parliament by 
bodies such as The Law Commission. Also Pressure Groups and political aspects (manifesto 
promises) are also considered, together with media pressure. The pre-legislative and legislative 
process - House of Commons Role and The House of Lords Role. Parliamentary Supremacy is 
considered in the light of Devolution - European Community Law - Human Rights Law. A.V. Dicey, the 
19th Century political commentator is discussed. Delegated Legislation is considered. Statutory 
Interpretation - leads into Judicial Precedent. Courts: Civil and Alternative Dispute Resolution.  
Followed by the Criminal Courts: Lay Magistrates as opposed to Juries. The Legal Profession and its 
funding. The Judiciary and their influence on the making of law is discussed and analysed. 
Unit 2A - The Concepts of Liability: Firstly Criminal Law: Non-Fatal Offences Against The Person.  
Mens Rea (Guilty Mind) and the Actus Reus (Guilty Act) will be analysed in depth at this stage.  
Criminal procedures: Classification of offences i.e., Summary Offences: Triable either way offences; 
Indictable offences: 
Unit 2B:Tort of Negligence- or Unit 2C: Contract Law. We have followed Unit 2B: Tort of Negligence:  
This is the French for a civil wrong. It includes negligence - occupier's liability and defamation. We 
cover only Negligence and the concept of a duty of care within this specification. 

YEAR 13 (A2) YEAR 13 (A2) YEAR 13 (A2) YEAR 13 (A2)  
The specification requires: Unit 3A Criminal Law. This covers Murder and its defences. Offences 
Against The Person (Non-Fatal) and its defences. OR Units 3B Law of Contract: We cover Units 3A: 
Criminal Law. 
Unit 4 Section A - Criminal Law. Offences Against Property. OR Unit 4B Law of Tort. We cover Unit4A:  
Criminal Law. 
Unit 4 C: Concepts of Law: Law and Morals/Ethics. Law and Justice. Judicial Creativity: Fault:  
Balancing conflicting interests. 
 
MATHEMATICSMATHEMATICSMATHEMATICSMATHEMATICS    

YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7  
Throughout the year we are working, through the maths links scheme, on the five strands of 
progression: 

• Mathematical processes and applications 
• Number  
• Algebra  
• Geometry  
• Statistics 

This will be done by:  
• The use of Case Studies and real life contexts placing mathematics within society 
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• Emphasis on calculation skills and problem solving to nurture a functional understanding of 
mathematics 

• Consolidation to provide rigour and confidence in the key techniques 
During Year 7 the core student body will be taken through National Curriculum levels 4 and 5.  
Others will work through levels 5 and 6 and some well beyond level 6. 

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8 
Throughout the year we are working, through the maths links scheme, on the five strands of 
progression: 

• Mathematical processes and applications 
• Number  
• Algebra  
• Geometry  
• Statistics 

This will be done by:  
• The use of Case Studies and real life contexts placing mathematics within society 
• Emphasis on calculation skills and problem solving to nurture a functional understanding of 

mathematics 
• Consolidation to provide rigour and confidence in the key techniques 

During Year 8 the core student body will be taken through National Curriculum levels 5 and 6.  
Others will work through levels 6 and 7 and some well beyond level 7. 
YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9  
Throughout the year we are working, through the maths links scheme, on the five strands of 
progression: 

• Mathematical processes and applications 
• Number  
• Algebra  
• Geometry  
• Statistics 

This will be done by:  
• The use of Case Studies and real life contexts placing mathematics within society 
• Emphasis on calculation skills and problem solving to nurture a functional understanding of 

mathematics 
• Consolidation to provide rigour and confidence in the key techniques 

During Year 9 the core student body will be taken through National Curriculum levels 6 and 7.  
Others will work through levels 7 and 8 and some well beyond level 8. 

YEARS 10/11YEARS 10/11YEARS 10/11YEARS 10/11  
Mathematics develops the cross-curricular skills of numeracy, logic and reasoning. Since these are 
essential all skills, it is one of the core subjects for GCSE and, as it is an objective subject, you have 
the instant satisfaction of “getting it right”. Mathematics is very much a doing subject therefore we 
expect students to be fully involved in every lesson as the majority of our work is problem solving. 
2010 sees the introduction of new syllabi and we have chosen one offered by EDEXCEL which is a 
linear course examined at the end of two years. 
As there is no longer coursework in mathematics 20-30% of each paper will assess the functional 
elements of mathematics. Some of the questions will be written in a way that allows the student to 
choose their own approach to illicit the desired outcome. 
Stress will also be put on ‘Quality of Written Communication’ therefore students will need to be using 
the language of mathematics more than in the past to explain situations and the reasoning behind 
their approach. 

SIXTH FORM MATHEMATICSSIXTH FORM MATHEMATICSSIXTH FORM MATHEMATICSSIXTH FORM MATHEMATICS    
At HCS we follow the EDEXCEL modular A level which comprises of SIX modules; the first three of 
which are followed in the Lower Sixth Year.   



 Page 43 of 67 Date last amended 31/10/2011 

YEAR 12 MODULES: YEAR 12 MODULES: YEAR 12 MODULES: YEAR 12 MODULES:         
Core 1Core 1Core 1Core 1 (Compulsory) – The only non-calculator paper 

• Algebra and Functions – Indices, Quadratics, Simultaneous Equations Transformation of 
graphs Coordinate Geometry - Equations of Straight Lines, Parallel and Perpendicular lines 

• Sequences and Series – nth terms, Arithmetic Series 
• Differential Calculus – Differentiation and Integration  

The first three areas build on topics learned at GCSE 
Core 2Core 2Core 2Core 2 (Compulsory) 

• Algebra and Functions – Factor and Remainder Theorems 
• Coordinate Geometry – Circles and properties of Circles 
• Sequences and Series – Geometric Series, Binomial Expansion 
• Trigonometry – Sine and Cosine Rules, Radian Measure, Trigonometrical Equations 
• Exponentials and Logarithms – Rules of Logarithms 
• Differential Calculus – Applications of Differentiation and Integration 

Statistics 1 Statistics 1 Statistics 1 Statistics 1  
• Statistical Modelling – Mathematical Modelling as applied in Probability and Statistics 
• Representation of Data – Histograms, Stem and Leaf Diagrams, Box Plots.  Measures of 

Location (Mean, Mode, Median), Measures of Dispersion (Variance, Standard Deviation, 
Ranges), Skewness                       

• Probability – Elementary probability, Exclusive and Complementary Events, Conditional 
Probability, Independent Events 

• Correlation and Regression – Scatter Diagrams, Linear Regression, Product Moment 
Correlation Coefficient 

• Discrete Random Variables – Probability Functions, Mean and Variance of Discrete Random 
Variables, The Discrete Uniform Distribution 

• The Normal Distribution – Application of Normal Distribution and the use of Normal 
Distribution tables.  

These topics extend the GCSE work from both the normal mathematics syllabus and the Statistics 
syllabus. 

YEAR 13 YEAR 13 YEAR 13 YEAR 13 MODULES:MODULES:MODULES:MODULES:    
Core 3Core 3Core 3Core 3 (Compulsory) 
Core 4Core 4Core 4Core 4 (Compulsory) 
Mechanics 1 Mechanics 1 Mechanics 1 Mechanics 1 or Statistics 2Statistics 2Statistics 2Statistics 2 or Decision 1Decision 1Decision 1Decision 1 
Each module is equally weighted and is tested by a 90 minute examination. 
  
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES ----    FRENCHFRENCHFRENCHFRENCH    

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8    
In Year 8, students study the coursebook Métro 2Métro 2Métro 2Métro 2 which has two separate publications for students 
of different abilities. 
The following topics are studied: 

• Talking about myself and introduction to the past tense; 
• Daily routine and going out; 
• My family; 
• Illnesses; 
• Food; 
• A visit to Paris; 
• Transport. 

A variety of teaching methods is used (pair work, group work, games, Interactive Whiteboard) to 
engage the pupils. Target language is used in the classroom whenever possible. 
The main aim for this year will be for the students to have gained an ability to use the past, present 
and immediate future tenses accurately and appropriately in French. 
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Useful websites for language learning are: 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.linguascope.com (username: hantscs; password: romsey123) 
www.zut.org.uk (username: worden; password: 3509) 

YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9    
In Year 9, we study the coursebook Métro 3Métro 3Métro 3Métro 3 which has two separate publications for pupils of 
different abilities. 
The following topics are studied: 

• talking about your town and where you live; 
• family, home and helping at home; 
• past and future plans; 
• keeping fit and healthy lifestyle; 
• clothes;;;;    
• shopping. 

A variety of teaching methods is used (pair work, group work, games, Interactive Whiteboard) to 
engage the pupils. Target language is used in the classroom whenever possible. 
The main aim for this year will be for the students to have gained confidence in the use of the past, 
present and future tenses. 
Useful websites for language learning are: 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.linguascope.com (username: hantscs; password: romsey123) 
www.zut.org.uk (username: worden; password: 3509) 

YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10    
Students begin preparing themselves for the Edexcel GCSE. The coursebook followed throughout the 
two years is: Edexcel GCSE French. : Edexcel GCSE French. : Edexcel GCSE French. : Edexcel GCSE French. Teaching is supplemented with handouts, the use of video, ICT 
and realia. Students will continue to build on the language and grammar they have studied in Year 9; 
this will involve hard work and dedication at all times! 
The topics covered in Year 10 are: 
• Talking about myself and my family; 
• Hobbies and leisure activities; 
• School; 
• My home / area and directions; 
• Holidays. 
Lessons are conducted in the target language whenever possible.  
Vocabulary is regularly tested.  
The four skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing skills continue to be developed.  
There are terminal examinations in Listening and Reading in the summer of 2012. 
During Year 10, pupils will complete two pieces of GCSE controlled assessment (one speaking and 
one writing). These pieces of work will count as part of their final GCSE grade.  
It is advisable for students to have a good quality French dictionary (Collins produce a good range).  
The following websites are useful for reinforcement / revision: 
www.learnthings.co.uk       (user ID: atherley; password: so160ab) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/revision 
www.linguascope.com (username: hantscs; password: romsey123) 

YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11    
Students continue preparing for the Edexcel GCSE    and    use the text book: Edexcel GCSE FrenchEdexcel GCSE FrenchEdexcel GCSE FrenchEdexcel GCSE French. The 
following themes are covered:  

• Healthy living; food and drink; 
• Shopping and travel arrangements; 
• Jobs and work experience; 
• The environment. 
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By the end of the Spring Term, they will have completed a second controlled Writing and Speaking 
assessment. (The controlled assessments in these skills amount to 30% each of the final 
examination). 
There are examinations in Listening and Reading for all students in the summer of 2011. 
Regular practice of past paper questions, in addition to thoroughthoroughthoroughthorough learning of key vocabulary and 
expressions, will enable each student to achieve his/her best possible grade. 
Lessons continue to be conducted in the target language whenever possible, and the coursebook is 
supplemented with handouts, video and ICT.  
Students are expected to have a good quality French dictionary  (Collins produce a sound range).  
The following websites are useful for revision: 
www.learnthings.co.uk       (user ID: atherley; password: so160ab) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.bbc.co.uk/revision 
www.linguascope.com (username: hantscs; password:romsey123) 
Please note: Please note: Please note: Please note:     
Students can be entered at either Foundation or Higher Tier level for the Reading and Listening 
exams. 

YEAR 12 YEAR 12 YEAR 12 YEAR 12     
Students studying AS French follow the Edexcel course and are issued with the textbook: ÉlanÉlanÉlanÉlan; this is 
supplemented with a number of other resources gathered from the Internet, newspapers and videos. 
The topic areas covered at this level are:  

• Youth, culture and concerns; 
• Lifestyle, health and fitness; 
• Education and employment; 
• The world around us. 

At AS, students are trained to work more independently. All GCSE grammar is thoroughly revised 
before more complex structures are introduced. Communication during lessons is nearly always in 
French. 
At the end of Year 12, students take an oral exam based on one of the topic areas mentioned above, 
as well as a Reading, Listening and Writing exam. 
It is beneficial for students to expose themselves to as much target language outside the classroom 
by trying to listen to some French radio, read the French news online, as well as watch French films. 

YEAR 13YEAR 13YEAR 13YEAR 13    
Students continue with the Edexcel specification for A2, following the Edexcel A2 French Edexcel A2 French Edexcel A2 French Edexcel A2 French course 
book. The A2 themes are: 

• Youth, culture and concerns; 
• Lifestyle: health and fitness; 
• The world around us; 
• Education and employment; 
• Customs, traditions, beliefs and religions; 
• National and international events 
• Literature and the arts. 

Communication in the classroom is in French almost all the time and grammar learning is 
consolidated.  
Students are exposed to the target language through a variety of media such as newspapers, films, 
literature and music. 
Background reading and research is vital at this stage as students have a research-based essay to 
write in the final examination; it is also beneficial for the oral test which takes place in May 2011.  
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES ----    GERMANGERMANGERMANGERMAN    

YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9    
We follow the coursebook Logo 2Logo 2Logo 2Logo 2; this is supplemented with a workbook, which allows the students 
to reinforce the language encountered in lessons. 
The topics covered are: 

• Talking about myself and an introduction to the past tense; 
• A past holiday and train travel; 
• Illnesses and going to the doctor’s; 
• Food and mealtimes (this includes a German breakfast); 
• Going on a journey. 

In class, we aim to use the target language as much as possible.  
Students will develop the four skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing and will be given 
regular vocabulary tests. 
They will be taught grammar; by the end of Year 9, they should be using the present and perfect 
tenses confidently. 
ICT is incorporated into lessons as are a number of different teaching methods such as: pair work, 
group work and language games. Useful websites for the students to use at home are: 
www.linguascope.com (username: hantscs; password: romsey123) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.klar.co.uk (username:hantscs; password: florence) 

YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10    
Students begin preparing themselves for the Edexcel GCSE. The main coursebook followed 
throughout the two years is    Logo 4; Logo 4; Logo 4; Logo 4; this is used    alongside: Edexcel German GCSE.Edexcel German GCSE.Edexcel German GCSE.Edexcel German GCSE. Teaching is 
supplemented with handouts, the use of video, ICT and realia. Students will continue to build on the 
language and grammar they have studied in Year 9; this will involve hard work and dedication at all 
times! 
The topics covered in Year 10 are: 
• Myself and where I live; 
• Free time and leisure activities; 
• School; 
• Holidays; 
• Healthy living; 
• Illnesses.  
Lessons are conducted in the target language whenever possible.  
Vocabulary is regularly tested.  
The four skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing skills continue to be developed.  
There are terminal examinations in Listening and Reading in the summer of 2012. 
During Year 10, pupils will complete two pieces of GCSE controlled assessment (one speaking and 
one writing) These pieces of work will count as part of their final GCSE grade.  
It is advisable for students to have a good quality German dictionary (Collins produce a good range).  
The following websites are useful for reinforcement / revision: 
www.learnthings.co.uk       (user ID: atherley; password: so160ab) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.york.ac.uk/depts/educ/gcse 
www.bbc.co.uk/revision 
www.linguascope.com (username: hantscs; password: romsey123) 
www.klar.co.uk (username: hantscs; password: florence) 

YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11 
Students continue preparing for the Edexcel GCSE    and    use the text book Logo 4Logo 4Logo 4Logo 4. The following 
themes are covered:  

• Healthy lifestyle: exercise, drugs etc.; 
• Work experience; 
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• Where I live (my area); 
• Shopping 

By the end of the Spring Term, they will have completed a second controlled Writing and Speaking 
assessment. (The controlled assessments in these skills amount to 30% each of the final 
examination). 
There are examinations in Listening and Reading for all students in the summer of 2011. 
Regular practice of past paper questions, in addition to thoroughthoroughthoroughthorough learning of key vocabulary and 
expressions, will enable each student to achieve his/her best possible grade. 
Lessons continue to be conducted in the target language whenever possible, and the coursebook is 
supplemented with handouts, video and ICT.  
Students are expected to have a good quality German dictionary  (Collins produce a sound range).  
The following websites are useful for revision: 
www.learnthings.co.uk       (user ID: atherley; password: so160ab) 
www.languagesonline.org.uk 
www.york.ac.uk/depts/educ/gcse 
www.bbc.co.uk/revision 
www.linguascope.com (username: hantscs; password:romsey123) 
www.klar.co.uk (username: hantscs; password: florence) 
Please note: Please note: Please note: Please note:     
Students can be entered at either Foundation or Higher Tier level for the Reading and Listening 
exams. 

YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13    
Students studying AS German follow the Edexcel course and are issued with the textbook: Zeitgeist; 
this is supplemented with a number of other resources gathered from the Internet, newspapers and 
videos. The topic areas covered at this level are:  

• Youth, culture and concerns; 
• Lifestyle, health and fitness; 
• Education and employment; 
• The world around us. 

At AS, students are trained to work more independently. All GCSE grammar is thoroughly revised 
before more complex structures are introduced. Communication during lessons is nearly always in 
German. 
At the end of Year 12, students take an oral exam based on one of the topic areas mentioned above, 
as well as a Reading, Listening and Writing exam. 
It is beneficial for students to expose themselves to as much target language outside the classroom 
by trying to listen to some German radio, read the German news online, as well as watch German 
films. 
 
MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES ----    SPANISHSPANISHSPANISHSPANISH    

YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7    
All pupils in Year 7 begin studying Spanish. The Así 1 course book is used.  
In Year 7 pupils cover the first 6 units of Así 1. The topics covered are: 

• Classroom language 
• Introducing yourself 
• Describing your family and pets 
• Describing your town / local area 
• Describing your house 
• Free time activities 

Equal importance is given to each of the four language skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing. Pupils are formally assessed at the end of each two units, but teachers will give more 
informal assessments such as vocabulary tests on a regular basis.  
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Teachers will use as much Spanish in lessons as possible and pupils are encouraged to practise the 
language whenever they can. A variety of teaching styles and resources are used to motivate pupils. 
For example, pair work, group work, games, activities using the IWB, ICT activities and language 
websites.  

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8    
Pupils in Year 8 continue with the Así 1 course book. The topics covered are: 

• Snacks and drinks 
• Daily routine 
• My School 
• In the tourist office 
• Clothes and shopping 
• Money 

Equal importance is given to each of the four language skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing. In addition, pupils begin to look at grammar in a more formal way. Pupils are formally 
assessed at the end of each two units, but teachers will give more informal assessments such as 
vocabulary/verb tests on a regular basis.  
Pupils are encouraged to communicate with each other and their teacher in Spanish whenever 
possible, and pair work, group work and interactive activities using the IWB and language websites 
are an integral part of lessons. 
YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9    
Pupils in Year 9 use the Así 2 course book. The topics covered are: 

• Holiday activities and routines 
• At the doctor’s 
• Past holidays 
• Eating habits and healthy lifestyles 
• Family, jobs 
• School rules, uniform and future plans 

Equal importance is given to each of the four language skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing. Pupils will also learn how to form and use the past, present and future tenses. Pupils are 
assessed at the end of each two units, but teachers will give more informal assessments such as 
vocabulary/grammar tests on a regular basis.  
Pupils are expected to communicate with each other and their teacher in Spanish whenever possible 
at this stage. Pupils are able to develop their skills through a range of activities such as games, 
surveys, pair work, group work and interactive activities using the IWB and language websites. 

YEARYEARYEARYEAR    10101010    
Pupils who choose to do GCSE Spanish follow the Edexcel specification and course book .The topics 
covered are: 

• Holidays and tourism 
• Presenting yourself and finding your way around 
• School 
• Daily routine and using public services 
• Education and work 
• Leisure and free time 

Equal importance is given to each of the four language skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing. Pupils will also consolidate their learning of the past, present and future tenses. During Year 
10, pupils will do at least two pieces of GCSE controlled assessment (one speaking and one writing) 
These pieces of work will count as part of their final GCSE grade.  
Spanish is used as much as possible in lessons by both pupils and teachers and pupils are 
encouraged to work more independently using the language skills they have been developing since 
Year 7.  
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YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11    
Year 11 pupils continue with the Edexcel GCSE course and are currently using the ‘Listos 3’ 
coursebook. Topics covered are: 

• Holidays and making reservations for accommodation 
• Transport and making travel arrangements 
• Health  
• The world of work  
• Shopping 

Equal importance is given to each of the four language skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and 
Writing. During Year 11 pupils will complete do at least two more pieces of GCSE controlled 
assessment (one speaking and one writing) to add to the pieces they did in Year 10. These pieces of 
work will count as part of their final GCSE grade.  
Spanish is used as much as possible in lessons by both pupils and teachers and pupils are 
encouraged to work more independently using the language skills they have been developing since 
Year 7.  Pupils will also do a number of practice examination papers in order to prepare them for the 
terminal Listening and Reading examinations.  

YEAR 12YEAR 12YEAR 12YEAR 12    
Pupils who choose to do A Level Spanish follow the Edexcel specification and course book .The 
topics covered are: 

• The role of the family in society 
• Youth culture 
• Health and lifestyle issues 
• Tourism  
• Education 
• Changing attitudes to work and the role of women in  society 
• The media 

Communication in the classroom is in Spanish almost all of the time and pupils learn more complex 
grammatical structures and cover all the major tenses in Spanish. Pupils are required to do back 
ground reading and research on each topic and to present information both in oral and written form. 
Pupils are exposed to the target language through a variety of media such as newspapers, films, 
literature and music. 
YEAR 13YEAR 13YEAR 13YEAR 13    
Pupils in Year 13 continue with the Edexcel specification and course book .The topics covered are: 

• The environment 
• Technology 
• Human rights and equality 
• National and international events 
• Crime and punishment 
• Literature and the arts. 

Communication in the classroom is in Spanish almost all of the time and grammar learning is 
consolidated. Pupils are required to do back ground reading and research on each topic and to 
present information both in oral and written form. Pupils are exposed to the target language through 
a variety of media such as newspapers, films, literature and music. 
 
MUSICMUSICMUSICMUSIC    

YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7    
Autumn Term, 1st half - Pupils are introduced to/reminded of the basic Elements of music and focus 
on structures, including AABA form.  They begin working in small groups as well as whole class 
projects.   
Autumn Term, 2nd half– Variations form.  Assessment piece is a funeral march with series of 
variations. 
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Spring Term, 1st half – Major and minor.  Pupils sing and play music in both tonalities and then write 
their own compositions exploring what they have learned.  
Spring Term, 2nd half – Working with chords.  Pupils learn about harmonising a melody.  They listen 
to and compose fanfares.  They sing and play Eleanor Rigby and Charley Marley, a Caribbean folk 
song.  They listen to music inspired by carnivals and appraise what they have heard.  
Summer Term, 1st half – Voices in layers.  Not using instruments, pupils sing and compose part-
songs in small groups.   
Summer Term, 2nd half – Ragtime music.  Focusing on the work of Scott Joplin, pupils listen to, play, 
and compose ragtime tunes and learn about syncopations and vamps.  They revise for their final 
exam at the end of term.   

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8    
Autumn Term, 1st half - Pupils learn about chords I, II, IV, V, and VI through listening, composing, and 
performing.  Much focus on rock-and-roll music from the 1950s and scat singing.  
Autumn Term, 2nd half– Using chords in songs.  Pupils learn about accompaniments and backings 
and create their own harmonized Christmas carol, which can be performed at the school’s carol 
service. 
Spring Term, 1st half – Rondos and recurring structures.  Through a variety of music ranging from 
Mozart to Poulenc, pupils learn the concept of rondo form and reinforce AABA and other structures 
they already know.    
Spring Term, 2nd half – 6/8 and compound time.  Pupils listen to, perform, and compose music in 
compound time, focusing largely on the music from Ireland.  They use computer software to 
compose their own jigs. 
Summer Term, 1st half – Textures and timbres of Japan.  Pupils use graphic notation to learn about 
the traditional Japanese theatre music and compose their own piece of ceremonial Gagaku music.  
Computer software can be used to sequence the different sound layers.     
Summer Term, 2nd half – Studying a baroque concerto.  Pupils focus on Vivaldi’s Lute Concerto in D, 
learning to play arrangements of two of the movements.  They learn about ritornellos form and 
improvise within a set chord progression. 

YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9    
Autumn Term, 1st half – Pupils learn about 5 and 7 time.  They sing Everything’s Alright and play 
Pentaseven or Tubular Bells.  They compose their own piece in 5/8 time (may be using computer 
software).   
Autumn Term, 2nd half– Ground bass variations.  Pupils perform and listen to Time Lapse, then 
compose their own pieces with similar characteristics.  They appraise other ground bass pieces and 
perform an arrangement of Pachelbel’s Canon.   
Spring Term, 1st half – Vocal chant.  Pupils listen to a variety of chants then sing and play Prabhujee 
by Ravi Shankar.  They appraise Song for Athene and write their own meditation chant in small 
groups.  They improvise using non Western scales.   
Spring Term, 2nd half – Samba Batacuda.  Pupils play a range of percussion instruments and learn 
an arrangement of the samba.  They sing and play Twist in My Sobriety and then write their own 
samba parts to Carnival Samba.  They appraise percussion music from other cultures.   
Summer Term, 1st half – What is a motif?  Focusing on Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony and the 
minimalist works of Phillip Glass, pupils learn about motifs.  They play an arrangement of both 
composers’ works and write their own compositions based on motifs.     
Summer Term, 2nd half – Gospel music.  Pupils learn about the roots of gospel and then perform and 
listen to Noyana.  They learn about harmonization and play an arrangement of Country Boy Blues.  
They revise for their final exam at the end of term.   

YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10    
Throughout the year, pupils develop skills in basic music theory, applying them practically in 
performance and compositions, as well as through appraisal of set works from the anthology.  
Deadlines are set for compositions, which must be based on the four Areas of Study prescribed by 
Edexcel.  Pupils study six or more of the anthology pieces and do practice questions based on these 
pieces.  When learning the anthology pieces, pupils will often perform the works, or part of them.  
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Class performances are arranged, usually one per term, during which pupils perform for each other.  
These performances can be used for their coursework if they are up to the correct standard.   

YYYYEAR 11EAR 11EAR 11EAR 11    
Throughout the year, pupils continue developing their skills in basic music theory, applying them 
practically in performance and compositions, as well as through appraisal of set works from the 
anthology.  Deadlines are set for compositions, which must be based on the four Areas of Study 
prescribed by Edexcel.  Pupils study the remaining anthology pieces and do practice questions based 
on these pieces.  Set works from last year are revised.  When learning the anthology pieces, pupils 
will often perform the works, or part of them.  Class performances are arranged, usually one per 
term, during which pupils perform for each other.  These performances can be used for their 
coursework if they are up to the correct standard.  Coursework is expected to be completed by the 
end of the Spring Term.   

YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13    
Pupils choose a course of study that is suited to their own musical skills and ability.  Work begins in 
Year 12 on the set works from the anthology that are prescribed for that year.  New works are set for 
Year 13 and the pupils learn to analyse and discuss these works in greater detail as the course 
progresses.  Performance deadlines are set for both years and a recital is held in the Spring Terms 
for publicly performing the material for Modules 1 and 4(performing).  Pupils begin learning the skills 
for the technical studies paper and develop a bank of skills for their compositions (the stimulus for 
these is chosen by the pupil to suit their own experience).   
 
MUSIC TECHNOLOGYMUSIC TECHNOLOGYMUSIC TECHNOLOGYMUSIC TECHNOLOGY    

AS COURSE DESCRIPTIONAS COURSE DESCRIPTIONAS COURSE DESCRIPTIONAS COURSE DESCRIPTION    

AAAAUTUMN TERM UTUMN TERM UTUMN TERM UTUMN TERM     

The course begins with an introduction to all the new pieces of software and equipment that will be 
used. Although some pupils will be moderately familiar with some of this many will not be aware of 
the ‘capabilities’ of the software. The sequenced performance is the first piece of coursework to be 
started and after some practice exercises to develop creativity ready pupils begin working on the 
arrangement task in Autumn 2. Pupils begin with simple recording tasks to learn the recording chain 
(and equipment) and gradually do more complex tasks learning about mic placement for a variety of 
instruments. In Autumn 2 they begin to look at the mysteries of EQ and compression. 

Pupils will also begin with an overall historical perspective of the development of popular music and 
begin to realise the wide range of styles that are covered. They will then begin to identify the wide 
range of possible questions that could be asked from technological to musical. Pupils then begin to 
look in more detail to identify musical features for particular styles and learn to identify a range of 
production features. In Autumn 2 they begin to look in more detail at the year’s set styles.   

SPRING TERMSPRING TERMSPRING TERMSPRING TERM    

By the spring term their sequenced performance and arrangement tasks should be well progressed 
and the pupils should have developed enough skills to begin their multi-track recording. Pupils are 
strongly urged to make full use of their study periods to work on coursework, indeed it is often 
advisable to do sessions out of school time to get optimum conditions for recording sessions. All 
coursework should be complete by Easter, requiring only minor ‘tweaks’ before posting. 
Pupils continue listening to a wide range of popular styles, identifying musical and production 
features. They will begin to do practice exam questions to become familiar with the range of question 
types. 

SUMMER TERMSUMMER TERMSUMMER TERMSUMMER TERM    

After coursework has been posted pupils normally only have a couple of weeks before the exam. 
These weeks are spent revising and doing practice papers. 
In Summer 2 pupils begin to develop their composition skills and experiment with new uses of 
technology they didn’t have time for during the AS course, these experiments could form the basis of 
the A2 composition coursework. They also practice the ability to work out how a song goes, by ear. 
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A2 COURSE DESCRIPTIONA2 COURSE DESCRIPTIONA2 COURSE DESCRIPTIONA2 COURSE DESCRIPTION    

AUTUMN TERMAUTUMN TERMAUTUMN TERMAUTUMN TERM    

Pupils should arrive with a portfolio of exciting new ideas for compositions, on seeing the set tasks 
they can then decide which ideas can be used to form the basis of the composition coursework. 
Pupils also start the sequenced performance which has to be worked out by ear.  
Pupils will begin to study for the production exam. Firstly they will look at importing audio files and 
editing these in a ‘corrective’ manner then they will gain more practice at editing in a ‘creative’ 
manner. They will begin to study the development of music technology and how it has affected the 
development of music.  

SPRING TERMSPRING TERMSPRING TERMSPRING TERM    

Pupils should be well progressed with their sequenced performance and composition coursework 
and have a plan of action for their multi-track recording. All coursework should be complete by 
Easter with only the need for minor ‘tweaks’. In the later weeks of this term there will be a far greater 
emphasis on the ‘mixing’ of all 3 pieces of coursework. 
The pupils will continue work towards the production exam with practice tasks to get them used to as 
wide a range of ‘faults’ in the original audio file as possible. 

SUMMER TERMSUMMER TERMSUMMER TERMSUMMER TERM    

After posting the coursework pupils normally have just over a month before their exam. This time is 
spent with revision, practice tasks and papers. 

AS MUSIC TECHNOLOGYAS MUSIC TECHNOLOGYAS MUSIC TECHNOLOGYAS MUSIC TECHNOLOGY    

Sequenced Realised PerformanceSequenced Realised PerformanceSequenced Realised PerformanceSequenced Realised Performance    
Create an accurate musical realisation of a popular style piece from a score and recording. This will 
be done using sequencing software controlling MIDI data and possibly Audio samples. Whilst not 
essential, adequate keyboard skills will make this task much easier. 

MultiMultiMultiMulti----Track RecordingTrack RecordingTrack RecordingTrack Recording    
Record a 2-4 minute song in a prescribed popular style. It will be marked according to capture of 
sound, it’s processing and mixing of the tracks. It will use at least 8 tracks. 

Creative Sequenced ArrangementCreative Sequenced ArrangementCreative Sequenced ArrangementCreative Sequenced Arrangement    
Create 2-3 minute original arrangement (or cover) of a popular style piece. This will probably be 
completed in sequencing software controlling MIDI data and possibly Audio samples. Whilst not 
essential, adequate keyboard skills will make this task much easier. 

Listening and AnalysingListening and AnalysingListening and AnalysingListening and Analysing    
Questions will assess the pupils knowledge of ‘Popular styles of Music since 1910’ and ‘The 
Principles and Practice of Music Technology’. It will test in more detail the pupils understanding of 
two special focus styles (these will change each year). 

A2 MUSIC TECHNOLOGYA2 MUSIC TECHNOLOGYA2 MUSIC TECHNOLOGYA2 MUSIC TECHNOLOGY    

Sequenced Integrated PerformanceSequenced Integrated PerformanceSequenced Integrated PerformanceSequenced Integrated Performance    
Create an accurate musical realisation of a popular style piece from a recording only. This will be 
done using sequencing software controlling MIDI data and requires additional Audio tracks to be 
recorded for vocals. 

MultiMultiMultiMulti----track Recordingtrack Recordingtrack Recordingtrack Recording    
Record a 3-5 minute song in a prescribed popular style. It will be marked according to capture of 
sound, it’s processing and mixing of the tracks. It will use between 12 and 24 tracks.    

Composing using Music TechnologyComposing using Music TechnologyComposing using Music TechnologyComposing using Music Technology    
Compose a 3-4 minute piece according to a choice of set briefs. The composition will be marked 
according to both musical criteria and the ‘creative’ use of technology. 
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Analysing and ProducingAnalysing and ProducingAnalysing and ProducingAnalysing and Producing    
Pupils will be given an Audio CD with a series of music files that need to be imported into a 
sequencing program. They will analyse the files, for example identifying ‘mistakes’ or identifying a 
particular method. They will also need to produce a final stereo mix of these tracks. 
 
PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) AND CITIZENSHIPPERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) AND CITIZENSHIPPERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) AND CITIZENSHIPPERSONAL, SOCIAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION (PSHE) AND CITIZENSHIP 

YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7    
AimsAimsAimsAims    
HCS recognises the importance of PSHE and Citizenship within the curriculum, in attempting to 
nurture a desire for healthy living in all pupils, and to make informed choices within their own lives.  
HCS work towards empowering pupils to have a sense of their own identity and present themselves 
confidently in a range of situations, to be able recognise influences, pressures and sources of help 
and respond to them appropriately.  Pupils are encouraged to think about the alternatives and long 
and short term consequences when making decisions about personal health and be able to use 
assertiveness skills to resist unhelpful pressure.   
Pupils will cover the following topics in Year 7: 

• Introduction to PSHE and Citizenship at HCSIntroduction to PSHE and Citizenship at HCSIntroduction to PSHE and Citizenship at HCSIntroduction to PSHE and Citizenship at HCS    
o Team Building Games 
o Homework 

• CommunicationCommunicationCommunicationCommunication    
o Co-operation / differences  
o Friendships and responsibilities 
o Identity 
o Bullying 

• Family LifeFamily LifeFamily LifeFamily Life    
• HealthHealthHealthHealth    

o Personal care (hygiene) 
o Puberty  
o Personal safety around roads, water, fire & strangers 
o Recognise some key people and services 
o Smoking 
o Alcohol & Drugs 
o Taking control 

• Appropriate / AntiAppropriate / AntiAppropriate / AntiAppropriate / Anti----social behaviorsocial behaviorsocial behaviorsocial behavior    
o Social / Local Issues 
o Crime and punishment 

• Study skillsStudy skillsStudy skillsStudy skills    
From time to time, there may be a need to make changes to the curriculum, to respond to current 
and local issues.  

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8 
AimsAimsAimsAims    
HCS recognises the importance of PSHE and Citizenship within the curriculum, in attempting to 
nurture a desire for healthy living in all pupils, and to make informed choices within their own lives.  
HCS work towards empowering pupils to have a sense of their own identity and present themselves 
confidently in a range of situations, to be able recognise influences, pressures and sources of help 
and respond to them appropriately.  Pupils are encouraged to think about the alternatives and long 
and short term consequences when making decisions about personal health and be able to use 
assertiveness skills to resist unhelpful pressure.   
Pupils will continue with their ASDAN qualification.  They will progress from Bronze through to Silver 
(level1), and finally Gold (level 2).  The latter award is an approved GCSE. 
Pupils will cover the following topics in Year 8: 

• Records of AchievementRecords of AchievementRecords of AchievementRecords of Achievement    
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• Equal Opportunities Equal Opportunities Equal Opportunities Equal Opportunities     
o Gender 
o Job opportunities 
o Breaking down Barriers 
o Give me a chance 
o Understanding Disability 
o Racism  

• Self EsteemSelf EsteemSelf EsteemSelf Esteem    
o Self Respect/Esteem 

• Charity Charity Charity Charity ----    Barnardos Barnardos Barnardos Barnardos     
• The Real GameThe Real GameThe Real GameThe Real Game    

    
• Health responsibilities                     Health responsibilities                     Health responsibilities                     Health responsibilities                                     

o Smoking 
o Alcohol 
o Discussion  

• Year ReviewYear ReviewYear ReviewYear Review    
This year, pupils will be introduced to, a nationally recognised award scheme (ASDAN).  They will 
progress through the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness, resulting in the completion of a GCSE 
equivalent, awarded as a grade B. 
From to time there may be a need to make changes to the curriculum to respond to current and local 
issues.  

YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9 
AimsAimsAimsAims    
HCS recognises the importance of PSHE and Citizenship within the curriculum, in attempting to 
nurture a desire for healthy living in all pupils, and to make informed choices within their own lives.  
HCS work towards empowering pupils to have a sense of their own identity and present themselves 
confidently in a range of situations, to be able recognise influences, pressures and sources of help 
and respond to them appropriately.  Pupils are encouraged to think about the alternatives and long 
and short term consequences when making decisions about personal health and be able to use 
assertiveness skills to resist unhelpful pressure.   
Pupils will cover the following topics in Year 9: 

• Introduction to Year 9 PSHE Introduction to Year 9 PSHE Introduction to Year 9 PSHE Introduction to Year 9 PSHE ––––    pupil involvement in curriculumpupil involvement in curriculumpupil involvement in curriculumpupil involvement in curriculum    
• Preparation for Making Career ChoicesPreparation for Making Career ChoicesPreparation for Making Career ChoicesPreparation for Making Career Choices    
• Healthy Living Healthy Living Healthy Living Healthy Living ––––    LifestylesLifestylesLifestylesLifestyles    

o Mental Health 
o Physical Health 
o Physical Growth 

• Citizenship Citizenship Citizenship Citizenship ----    The CommuThe CommuThe CommuThe Communitynitynitynity    
o Increase awareness of local community 
o Charity Team Challenge 

• Sex & Relationships educationSex & Relationships educationSex & Relationships educationSex & Relationships education    
o SRE - Puberty – visit from the SRE Nurse  
o  Conception and pregnancy,  
o contraception, STI’s 
o SRE - Differences in Gender 
o SRE - Choices  
o Marriage 

• ConflictConflictConflictConflict    
• RecognisRecognisRecognisRecognising emotionsing emotionsing emotionsing emotions    

o Relationships, myself and emotions 
• HealthHealthHealthHealth    

o Alcohol 
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o Drugs CD ROM 
o Drugs Quiz  
o Drugs debate 

• Laws and young peopleLaws and young peopleLaws and young peopleLaws and young people    
o Justice 

• Revision skillsRevision skillsRevision skillsRevision skills    
From time to time, there may be a need to make changes to the curriculum, to respond to current 
and local issues.     

YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10YEAR 10 
AimsAimsAimsAims    
HCS recognises the importance of PSHE and Citizenship within the curriculum, in attempting to 
nurture a desire for healthy living in all pupils, and to make informed choices within their own lives.  
HCS work towards empowering pupils to have a sense of their own identity and present themselves 
confidently in a range of situations, to be able recognise influences, pressures and sources of help 
and respond to them appropriately.  Pupils are encouraged to think about the alternatives and long 
and short term consequences when making decisions about personal health and be able to use 
assertiveness skills to resist unhelpful pressure.   
Pupils will cover the following topics in Year 10: 

• Work Related ActivitiesWork Related ActivitiesWork Related ActivitiesWork Related Activities    
o Planning and writing a CV 
o Careers file 

• Safety over the Christmas period 
• Healthy Living Healthy Living Healthy Living Healthy Living ––––    LifestylesLifestylesLifestylesLifestyles    

o Making decisions about personal health: 
o Look for accidents that have been reported in newspapers over a period of time.  

Identify the most common types of accidents and suggest ways they could be avoided. 
o Research one of the following health related topics and present key findings.  
o Drugs  
o Alcohol 
o Stress / time management 
o Safe Sex – Contraception / STI’s 

• Beliefs and EthicsBeliefs and EthicsBeliefs and EthicsBeliefs and Ethics    
o Challenging racism and discrimination 
o Respect for all: Refugees and human rights 

• Reminder of risks of SunbathingReminder of risks of SunbathingReminder of risks of SunbathingReminder of risks of Sunbathing    
• Y11 Work ExperienceY11 Work ExperienceY11 Work ExperienceY11 Work Experience    

o Planning and writing a letter of application 
o Interviews 

From time to time, there may be a need to make changes to the curriculum, to respond to current 
and local issues.  
YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11YEAR 11 
AimsAimsAimsAims    
HCS recognises the importance of PSHE and Citizenship within the curriculum, in attempting to 
nurture a desire for healthy living in all pupils, and to make informed choices within their own lives.  
HCS work towards empowering pupils to have a sense of their own identity and present themselves 
confidently in a range of situations, to be able recognise influences, pressures and sources of help 
and respond to them appropriately.  Pupils are encouraged to think about the alternatives and long 
and short term consequences when making decisions about personal health and be able to use 
assertiveness skills to resist unhelpful pressure.   
Pupils will cover the following topics in Year11: 

• Year 11 Work ExperienceYear 11 Work ExperienceYear 11 Work ExperienceYear 11 Work Experience    
o Any further letters of application 
o Interviews 
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• Careers choices at Careers choices at Careers choices at Careers choices at Year 11Year 11Year 11Year 11    
o Personal Goals 

• Revision Skills / planning for mocksRevision Skills / planning for mocksRevision Skills / planning for mocksRevision Skills / planning for mocks    
• Safety over the Christmas period Safety over the Christmas period Safety over the Christmas period Safety over the Christmas period ––––    reminder of last year.  reminder of last year.  reminder of last year.  reminder of last year.      
• SRE advisor SRE advisor SRE advisor SRE advisor ––––    Contraception and STI’sContraception and STI’sContraception and STI’sContraception and STI’s    
• Personal SafetyPersonal SafetyPersonal SafetyPersonal Safety    

o Influences and pressures 
o Assertiveness skills to resist unhelpful pressure 

• Causes, symptoms and treatments for stress and depressionstress and depressionstress and depressionstress and depression, and to identify strategies for 
prevention and management 

• Financial tools and servicesFinancial tools and servicesFinancial tools and servicesFinancial tools and services, including budgeting and saving, in managing personal money 
• Revision skillsRevision skillsRevision skillsRevision skills    
• Year 11 Work Experience Year 11 Work Experience Year 11 Work Experience Year 11 Work Experience ----    preparationpreparationpreparationpreparation    

From time to time, there may be a need to make changes to the curriculum, to respond to current 
and local issues.  
 
PSYCHOLOGY (A2)PSYCHOLOGY (A2)PSYCHOLOGY (A2)PSYCHOLOGY (A2)    

AUTUMN TERMAUTUMN TERMAUTUMN TERMAUTUMN TERM    

RelationshipsRelationshipsRelationshipsRelationships    
The formation, maintenance and breakdown of romantic relationships 
Human reproductive behaviour - sexual selection - parental investment 
Effects of early experience and culture on adult relationships 

AggressionAggressionAggressionAggression 
Social psychological approaches to explaining aggression - learning theory – deindividuation - 
institutional aggression 
Biological explanations of aggression - neural and hormonal mechanisms - genetic factors  
Aggression as an adaptive response - evolutionary explanations - explanations of group display  

Eating behaviourEating behaviourEating behaviourEating behaviour 
Factors influencing attitudes to food and eating behaviour 
Biological explanations of eating behaviour 
Eating disorders - Psychological explanations - Biological explanations 

SPRING TERMSPRING TERMSPRING TERMSPRING TERM    

Eating BehaviourEating BehaviourEating BehaviourEating Behaviour 
Eating disorders - Psychological explanations - Biological explanations 

PsychopathologyPsychopathologyPsychopathologyPsychopathology  
Anxiety disorders (obsessive compulsive disorder) 
Clinical characteristics of OCD - classification and diagnosis, including reliability and validity 
Biological explanations – genetics - biochemistry 
Psychological explanations – behavioural -  cognitive, - socio-cultural 
Biological therapies - appropriateness - effectiveness 
Psychological therapies – behavioural - cognitive-behavioural - appropriateness - effectiveness 

The Psychology of Addictive BehaviourThe Psychology of Addictive BehaviourThe Psychology of Addictive BehaviourThe Psychology of Addictive Behaviour    
Models of addictive behaviour  
Biological, cognitive and learning models - initiation - maintenance - relapse 
Explanations for specific addictions - smoking - gambling 
Factors affecting addictive behaviour - vulnerability - self-esteem - attributions - social context 
The role of media in addictive behaviour 
Reducing addictive behaviour - models of prevention -  reasoned action - planned behaviour 
Types of intervention – biological - psychological, legislation - effectiveness 
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SUMMER TERMSUMMER TERMSUMMER TERMSUMMER TERM    
Psychological Research and Scientific MethodPsychological Research and Scientific MethodPsychological Research and Scientific MethodPsychological Research and Scientific Method    
The application of scientific method in psychology 
Designing psychological investigations 
Data analysis and reporting on investigations 

Exam preparationExam preparationExam preparationExam preparation – Exam 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATIONPHYSICAL EDUCATIONPHYSICAL EDUCATIONPHYSICAL EDUCATION    

YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7    
Year 7 have one 55 minute PE lesson per week. They follow a diverse range of inclusive activities 
throughout the year, specifically; basketball, lacrosse, badminton, gymnastics, athletics and 
orienteering.  These promote physical, cognitive, social and moral development.  They will learn to 
communicate within a team to work towards a common goal, learning basic skills, techniques (both 
specific to each activity and transferable) and rules in order to experience a challenging and 
stimulating learning environment.  Knowledge and understanding will be basic and specifically 
aimed towards learning core skills. Each term pupils will record their flexibility with the sit and reach 
test. They will also record their cardiovascular fitness by performing the multistage fitness test. The 
Year 7 PE booklet will be used to aid coaching, underline learning objectives and help with recording 
and analysis of results. First Aid will be taught, so that pupils could provide immediate care, if ever in 
the situation. 
During games (1 hour 50 min), Year 7 will study rugby, hockey and cricket for the boys, and hockey, 
netball, and rounders for the girls. 

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8    
Year 8 also follow a diverse range of inclusive activities throughout the year, specifically; basketball, 
lacrosse, badminton, gymnastics, volleyball, softball, tennis athletics and orienteering.  They have 
two 55 minute periods per week.These promote physical, cognitive, social and moral development. 
Pupils are expected to advance the skills that they learnt in Year 7. They will learn to communicate 
within a team to work towards a common goal, learning basic skills, techniques (both specific to 
each activity and transferable) and rules in order to experience a challenging and stimulating 
learning environment.  Knowledge and understanding will be basic and specifically aimed towards 
learning core skills. Each term pupils will record their flexibility with the sit and reach test. They will 
also record their cardiovascular fitness by performing the multistage fitness test. 
During games, Year 8 will study rugby, hockey and cricket for the boys, and hockey, netball, and 
rounders for the girls. 

YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9    
Year 9 follow a similar programme to Year 8 (two 55min periods per week) with the addition of 
ultimate frisbee. Although a similar programme is followed in terms of sports, more advanced tactics 
and techniques are taught. More emphasis is given to analysis of performance.  
During games (1 hour 50 minutes per week), Year 9 will study rugby, hockey, football, tennis, and 
cricket for the boys, and hockey, netball, rounders and tennis for the girls. More choice is given 
regarding the activities pupils participate in; this is extended in Year 10 and 11. 

YEARS 10 AND 11YEARS 10 AND 11YEARS 10 AND 11YEARS 10 AND 11    
The Edexcel GCSE course is followed by those opting to take it. This comprises of two components.  
40% of the marks are awarded to the theory component and 60% to the practical component. Pupils 
attend one practical lesson, one theory lesson and one tutorial lesson per week. During the theory 
component pupils learn about ‘healthy active lifestyles’. This includes some contemporary issues 
and anatomy and physiology. The practical lessons are used for pupils to practise one of their 4 
chosen sports and learn how to coach or officiate. The tutorials are flexible lessons where theory, 
practical or analysis of performance occurs. The entire course is studied in Year 10 and is reviewed 
in Year 11. 
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Core PE lessons are also taught. Half the year group attends at any one time, giving the possibility to 
offer more choice. In term 1 pupils may choose one of basketball, football, lacrosse or dance In Term 
2 the choice is trampoline, tag-rugby, badminton or dance. In Term 3 the choice is between Tennis, 
cricket, athletics and volleyball. Pupils are expected by this stage to be able to lead sports specific 
warm ups for their chosen activity. 
During games (1 hour 50 minutes per week), Year 10 boys are expected to follow a programme of 
rugby, hockey and cricket, whilst the girls play hockey, netball and rounders. Groups tend to be set 
so that squad practices take place separately from the other group. Equal staffing and expertise is, 
however, given to both groups. 
Year 11 have much more choice during games, as they share their games afternoon with the sixth 
form. There are usually around 8 sports per term for pupils to choose from. These will include school 
1st team squads. 

YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13YEARS 12 AND 13    
A2 and AS physical education are taught in the Sixth Form. The theory component is taught by three 
staff from the department, each with their own area of expertise. Three 55 minute lessons are 
taught to cover these areas including, anatomy, exercise physiology, acquisition of skill, sport 
psychology, contemporary issues, and history of sport. A further 55min lesson is used to practice the 
practical element of the course. A fifth 55 min lesson is then used as a tutorial period, where some 
areas are looked into in more depth, analysis of performance is developed and where pupil concerns 
regarding the course are answered. Pupils need to offer two sports at AS, but only one at A2 
During games afternoons (1 hour 50 minutes per week), the Sixth Form have a similar range of 
options to those of Year 11, normally around 8 choices. 
Pupils are encouraged to participate and a vast majority of pupils do. Strong 1st team squads are 
coached by well qualified, experienced coaches in all our major sports. External experts are also 
brought in to augment the programme. 
The Sixth Form also have the opportunity to take the ‘Community Sports Leaders Award’ (CSLA). This 
is taught during one period per week, but includes these Sixth Formers helping coach younger 
children at different times during the week. Students learn some rudimentary teaching, coaching 
and sports organisational skills. Many of our Sixth Form pupils have become excellent coaches and 
assist in the schools extensive activities programme.  
    
PSYCHOLOGYPSYCHOLOGYPSYCHOLOGYPSYCHOLOGY    

YEAR 12 YEAR 12 YEAR 12 YEAR 12 ----    ASASASAS    

AUTUMN TERMAUTUMN TERMAUTUMN TERMAUTUMN TERM    
Cognitive psychologyCognitive psychologyCognitive psychologyCognitive psychology - Memory  
Memory models – Multi store model – Working memory model 
Memory in everyday life – Eye witness testimony – Misleading questions/Cognitive interview – 
Memory improvement strategies 
Developmental psychologyDevelopmental psychologyDevelopmental psychologyDevelopmental psychology – Attachment 
Explanations of attachment – Types of attachment- Cultural variations – Disruption of attachments – 
Failure to form attachments 
Attachment in everyday life – Impact of day care on development – Implications of research into 
attachment on day care 
Research methodsResearch methodsResearch methodsResearch methods    
Methods and techniques – experiments - correlations – observations – self reporting – case studies 
SPRING TERMSPRING TERMSPRING TERMSPRING TERM    
Research methodsResearch methodsResearch methodsResearch methods 
Investigations design – Aims – Hypothesises – Designs – Variables – Reliability and validity – Ethics - 
Sampling 
Data analysis and presentation – Statistics – Measures of central tendency and dispersion –analysis 
of correlational data – content analysis 
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Biological psychologyBiological psychologyBiological psychologyBiological psychology - Stress  
Stress as a bodily response – Bodies physiological response to stress – Stress related illness and 
the immune system 
Stress in everyday life – Life changes daily hassles – Workplace stress – Personality factors – Coping 
strategies – Stress management techniques 
Social psychologySocial psychologySocial psychologySocial psychology - social influence 
Social influence – Types of conformity – Explanations of why people conform – obedience - 
Explanations of why people obey   
Social influence in everyday life – Independent behaviour – Individual difference – Implications for 
social change 
SUMMER TERMSUMMER TERMSUMMER TERMSUMMER TERM    
Individual differenceIndividual differenceIndividual differenceIndividual difference – Psychopathology 
Defining and explaining psychological abnormality – Definitions - Limitations – Biological and 
psychological approaches 
Treating Abnormality – Biological therapies – Psychological therapies 
Exam preparationExam preparationExam preparationExam preparation - Exam 
    
RELIGIOUSRELIGIOUSRELIGIOUSRELIGIOUS    STUDIESSTUDIESSTUDIESSTUDIES                                                        

AT KS3AT KS3AT KS3AT KS3    
The syllabus at KS3 is constructed to support the progression of pupils’ learning from a start point of 
enquiry, through contextualisation, evaluation, communication and finally the application of their 
own responses. 

YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7YEAR 7    
In this year, the pupils’ syllabus will be as follows: Pupils will study the concepts of survival, 
community, rite of passage, code of law, commemoration, remembrance and truth, truth, tradition 
and the sacred through the medium of an imaginary uninhabited island upon which they are 
trapped. The story unfolds within the time scale of 500 years. An enquiry into some of important 
concepts within Buddhism and an exploration into how these concepts are contextualised within the 
Buddha’s life and teaching. The environment and the sacred, exploring the key concepts of myth, 
stewardship, the Dreamtime and the sacred    and evaluating the importance of these concepts and 
their significance in the modern world. 

YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8YEAR 8    
The syllabus for Year 8 is as follows: A study of the key concepts within Islam and the way in which 
they are expressed within its beliefs and practices and the relevance of these concepts for Muslims 
growing up in non-Muslim societies. An enquiry into the concepts of creation and injustice in the 
context of the work of Christian Aid. An exploration of how different people have fought for equality, 
justice and freedom through a comparison of the lives, work and beliefs of Martin Luther King and 
Malcolm X. 

YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9YEAR 9    
In Year 9, the syllabus consists of: An enquiry into key concepts within Christian thought, The 
Christian vision, The Nicene Creed, the Trinity, Christ, reconciliation, sacrament and discipleship. 
Exploring ways in which these concepts form the basis of Christian beliefs, practices and actions in 
the modern world. Answering the question - Does God Exist? A critical examination of the different 
ways of knowing God (empirical, rational, numinous experience, mystical experience and conscience) 
and an evaluation of the evidence gained. The changing face of religion and its survival, an 
investigation into the concepts of religiousness, religious change, new religious movements and 
religious cults. 

GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11GCSE: YEARS 10 AND 11    
At GCSE pupils follow the two year OCR syllabus in Philosophy and Applied Ethics (R.S.).  There are 
two units of study in Year 10: Philosophy Unit 1 – Beliefs about Deity, Religious and Spiritual 
Experience and The End of Life and Ethics Unit 1 – Religion and Human Relationships, Religion and 
Medical Ethics and Religion, Poverty and Wealth. The final two units of study are covered in Year 11: 
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Philosophy Unit 2 – Good and Evil, Religion, Reason and Revelation and Religion and Science. Ethics 
Unit 2 comprises of: Religion, Peace and Justice, Religion and Equality and Religion and the Media. 
The final examination is comprised of four papers, each lasting one hour. There are no controlled 
assessment s or coursework for this subject.   

ASASASAS    
At AS Level, students follow the Edexcel syllabus and study two units which are examined externally 
at the end of their AS year. The first of these units explores the areas of Philosophy of Religion, which 
comprises the study of philosophical arguments about the existence of God and selected problems 
in the philosophy of religion and Ethics and ethical theory. In the second unit, students undertake a 
personal investigation into an area of applied ethics which is then assessed by external examination. 

A2A2A2A2    
At A2 level, students build upon the knowledge which they have gained at AS, studying a further unit 
which focuses upon philosophical arguments about the existence of God and selected problems in 
philosophy of religion. In the final unit, Implications, students focus upon the implications of certain 
aspects of the philosophy of religion in terms of how far particular beliefs and values might affect 
people’s understanding or awareness of religion and human experience.   
 
SCIENCESCIENCESCIENCESCIENCE    

KEY STAGE 3: YEARS 7, 8 AND 9KEY STAGE 3: YEARS 7, 8 AND 9KEY STAGE 3: YEARS 7, 8 AND 9KEY STAGE 3: YEARS 7, 8 AND 9    
Aims and PurposesAims and PurposesAims and PurposesAims and Purposes    
Offers opportunities for pupils to:     

• build on their scientific knowledge and understanding from key stage 2 and make 
connections between different areas of science;  

• use scientific ideas and models to explain phenomena and events;  
• understand a range of familiar applications of science;  
• think about the advantages and drawbacks of scientific and technological developments for 

the environment and in other contexts, considering the reasons for different opinions;  
• carry out investigations of different types, on their own and in groups, making use of 

reference sources and evaluating their work;  
• communicate what they did and  its significance;  
• learn how scientists work and the importance of experimental evidence in supporting 

scientific ideas.  
Content of science at key stage 3Content of science at key stage 3Content of science at key stage 3Content of science at key stage 3 
In the programme of study for science, the content is set out in a sequence of statements covering:  

• scientific enquiry (Sc1);  
• life processes and living things (Sc2);  
• materials and their properties (Sc3);  
• physical processes (Sc4).  

GCSE: YEAR 10GCSE: YEAR 10GCSE: YEAR 10GCSE: YEAR 10    
CORE SCIENCE CORE SCIENCE CORE SCIENCE CORE SCIENCE     
In addition to the topics outlined below, Core Science includes the study of ‘How Science Works’.  
This unit is incorporated into normal lessons and is the basis of the Coursework Assessment. (See 
end) 
Biology (Units 1)Biology (Units 1)Biology (Units 1)Biology (Units 1)    
Pupils complete the study of the following topics: 
Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1     

• How do human bodies respond to changes inside them and their environment? 
• What can we do to keep our bodies healthy? 
• How do we use/abuse medical and recreational drugs? 
• What causes infectious diseases and how can our bodies defend themselves against them? 
• What determines where particular species live and how many of them there are? 
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• What causes variation? How do we produce animals and plants with the characteristics we 
prefer? 

• What causes extinction and how do new species develop? 
• How do humans affect the environment? 

Chemistry (Units 1)Chemistry (Units 1)Chemistry (Units 1)Chemistry (Units 1)    
Pupils complete the study of the following topics: 
Unit 1Unit 1Unit 1Unit 1    

• How do rocks provide building materials? 
• How do rocks provide metals and how are metals used? 
• How do we get fuels from crude oil? 
• How are polymers and ethanol made from oil? 
•     How can plant oils be used?    
• What are the changes in the Earth and its atmosphere?    

Physics (Unit 1)Physics (Unit 1)Physics (Unit 1)Physics (Unit 1)    
Pupils complete the study of the following topics: 
Unit 1Unit 1Unit 1Unit 1    

• How is heat transferred and what factors affect the rate at which it is transferred? 
• What is meant by the efficient use of energy? 
• Why are electrical devices so useful? 
• How should we generate the electricity we need? 
• What are the uses and hazards of the waves that form the electromagnetic spectrum? 
• What are the uses and dangers of emissions from radioactive substances? 
• What do we know about the origins of the Universe and how it continues to change? 

SEPARATE SCIENCES SEPARATE SCIENCES SEPARATE SCIENCES SEPARATE SCIENCES     
The pupils following this course study the same units as Core Science , but in addition they will also 
begin to study Unit 2 of all three sciences.  However, Unit 2 is not externally assessed until the end of 
Year 11.  Pupils also study the unit ‘How Science Works’ and this unit is incorporated into normal 
lessons and is the basis of the Coursework Assessment. 
BiologyBiologyBiologyBiology    
Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    

• Cells    
• Diffusion and Osmosis    
• Photosynthesis    
• Food production    
• Nutrient Cycles    

ChemistryChemistryChemistryChemistry    
Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    

• Particle theory and Atomic structure 
• Bonding and structure formation 
• Molecular equations and Moles 

PhysicsPhysicsPhysicsPhysics    
Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    

• Velocity and Acceleration 
• Forces in Action    
• Momentum    
• Energy transformations in motion    
• Electrostatics    
• Electrical components and instruments    
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SCIENCE YEAR 10   SEPTEMBER 2010SCIENCE YEAR 10   SEPTEMBER 2010SCIENCE YEAR 10   SEPTEMBER 2010SCIENCE YEAR 10   SEPTEMBER 2010----11111111    
SUBJECT NATURE OF COURSE WORK 

 
 

% total 
based 
on c/w 

TIME ALLOCATION PRESENTATION 
REQUIREMENTS 

 
 
Core Core Core Core 
Science Science Science Science   
 
 

 
In the form of Practical Skills 
Assessment (PSA) and 
Investigative Skills Assignments 
(ISA).  Candidates will carry out a 
number of the Assignments but 
only the best mark is submitted 
to the exam board. 
 

 
25% 

 
Time allocated in 
lessons.   
 
PSA’s are assessed 
during normal practical 
work & the ISA’s are 
taken in a science 
lesson. 
 

 
Hand written and 
hand drawn graphs 
are required. 
 
Pupils also sit a 45 
minute exam paper 
based on each of the 
practical tasks. 
 

Separate Separate Separate Separate 
Sciences Sciences Sciences Sciences     
 

 
BiologyBiologyBiologyBiology –  Practical Skills 
Assessment (PSA) & 
Investigative Skills Assignments 
(ISA) 
ChemistryChemistryChemistryChemistry –  Practical Skills 
Assessment (PSA) & 
Investigative Skills Assignments 
(ISA) 
PhysicsPhysicsPhysicsPhysics –  Practical Skills 
Assessment (PSA) & 
Investigative Skills Assignments 
(ISA) 
 
Candidates will carry out a 
number of the Assignments but 
only the best mark is submitted 
to the exam board. 
 

 
25% 
 
25% 
 
25% 

 
Time allocated in 
lessons.  
 
PSA’s are assessed 
during normal practical 
work & the ISA’s are 
taken in a science 
lesson. 

 
Hand written and 
hand drawn graphs 
are required. 
 
Pupils also sit a 45 
minute exam paper 
based on each of the 
practical tasks. 
 

 
GCSE: YEAR 11GCSE: YEAR 11GCSE: YEAR 11GCSE: YEAR 11    
ADDITIONAL SCIENCE ADDITIONAL SCIENCE ADDITIONAL SCIENCE ADDITIONAL SCIENCE     
In addition to the topics outlined below, unit 2 (Additional Science) includes the study of ‘How 
Science Works’.  This unit is incorporated into normal lessons and is the basis of the Coursework 
Assessment. (See end) 
Biology (Unit 2)Biology (Unit 2)Biology (Unit 2)Biology (Unit 2)    
Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    

• Cells 
• Diffusion and Osmosis 
• Photosynthesis 
• Food production 
• Nutrient Cycles 
• Enzymes 
• Homeostasis 
• Inheritance 

Chemistry (Unit 2)Chemistry (Unit 2)Chemistry (Unit 2)Chemistry (Unit 2)    
Pupils study the following topics: 
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Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    

• Particle theory and Atomic structure 
• Bonding and structure formation 
• Molecular equations and Moles 

Physics (Unit 2)Physics (Unit 2)Physics (Unit 2)Physics (Unit 2)    
Pupils study the following topics: 
Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    

• Velocity and Acceleration 
• Forces in Action 
• Momentum 
• Energy transformations in motion 
• Electrostatics 
• Electrical components and instruments 

Therefore, at the end of Year 11 all pupils will have completed Unit 1, for all three sciences, plus the 
coursework section and have completed Unit 2, for all three sciences, plus the Unit 2 coursework 
assessment. 
All pupils will therefore be awarded two grades in Science in August; one for Core Science & one for 
Additional Science. 

SEPARATE SCISEPARATE SCISEPARATE SCISEPARATE SCIENCES ENCES ENCES ENCES     
The pupils following this course will complete the study of Unit 2, started in Year 10, and this unit will 
be externally examined in June.  To achieve three separate sciences the pupils must also study Unit 
3 of all three sciences.  Pupils also study the unit ‘How Science Works’ and this unit is incorporated 
into normal lessons and is the basis of the Coursework Assessment for both Units 2 & 3. 
BiologyBiologyBiologyBiology    
Pupils will complete the study of: 
Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    

• Cells 
• Diffusion and Osmosis 
• Photosynthesis 
• Food production 
• Nutrient Cycles 
• Enzymes 
• Homeostasis 
• Inheritance 

Unit 3Unit 3Unit 3Unit 3    

• How to materials get into organisms? 
• Heart & blood 
• The effects of exercise 
• Kidneys 
• Using microorganisms 

ChemistryChemistryChemistryChemistry    
Pupils will complete the study of: 
Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    

• Particle theory and Atomic structure 
• Bonding and structure formation 
• Molecular equations and Moles 

Unit 3Unit 3Unit 3Unit 3    

• Periodic Table 
• Acids & Alkalis 
• Water 
• Chemical Reactions 
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• Identifying & analysing substances 
PhysicsPhysicsPhysicsPhysics    
Pupils will complete the study of: 
Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2Unit 2    

• Velocity and Acceleration 
• Forces in Action 
• Momentum 
• Energy transformations in motion 
• Electrostatics 
• Electrical components and instruments 

Unit 3Unit 3Unit 3Unit 3    

• Forces 
• Affecting light 
• Sound & Ultrasound  
• Generators & Transformers 
• History of Stars 

Therefore, at the end of Year 11 all pupils will have completed unit 1, unit 2 & unit 3, for all three 
sciences plus the coursework unit for each science. 
All pupils will therefore be awarded three grades in August ; one for each of the three sciences. 

YEAR 11   2010YEAR 11   2010YEAR 11   2010YEAR 11   2010----11111111    
SUBJECTSUBJECTSUBJECTSUBJECT    NATURE OF COURSE WORKNATURE OF COURSE WORKNATURE OF COURSE WORKNATURE OF COURSE WORK    

    
    

% total % total % total % total 
based based based based 
on c/won c/won c/won c/w    

TIME ALLOTIME ALLOTIME ALLOTIME ALLOCATIONCATIONCATIONCATION    PRESENTATION PRESENTATION PRESENTATION PRESENTATION 
REQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTSREQUIREMENTS    

    
    
Additional Additional Additional Additional 
ScienceScienceScienceScience    
    
    
    

 
In the form of Practical Skills 
Assessment (PSA) and 
Investigative Skills 
Assignments (ISA).  
Candidates will carry out a 
number of the Assignments 
but only the best mark is 
submitted to the exam 
board. 
 

 
25% 

 
Time allocated in 
lessons.   
 
PSA’s are assessed 
during normal 
practical work & the 
ISA’s are taken in a 
science lesson. 
 

 
Hand written and hand drawn 
graphs are required. 
 
Pupils also sit a 45 minute 
exam paper based on each of 
the practical tasks. 
 

Separate Separate Separate Separate 
Sciences Sciences Sciences Sciences     
    

 
BiologyBiologyBiologyBiology –  Practical Skills 
Assessment (PSA) & 
Investigative Skills 
Assignments (ISA) 
ChemistryChemistryChemistryChemistry –  Practical Skills 
Assessment (PSA) & 
Investigative Skills 
Assignments (ISA) 
PhysicsPhysicsPhysicsPhysics –  Practical Skills 
Assessment (PSA) & 
Investigative Skills 
Assignments (ISA) 
 
Candidates will carry out a 
number of the Assignments 
but only the best mark is 
submitted to the exam 
board. 

 
25% 
 
25% 
 
25% 

 
Time allocated in 
lessons.  
 
PSA’s are assessed 
during normal 
practical work & the 
ISA’s are taken in a 
science lesson. 

 
Hand written and hand drawn 
graphs are required. 
 
Pupils also sit a 45 minute 
exam paper based on each of 
the practical tasks. 
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BIOLOGY AS and A2: YEARS 12 AND 13BIOLOGY AS and A2: YEARS 12 AND 13BIOLOGY AS and A2: YEARS 12 AND 13BIOLOGY AS and A2: YEARS 12 AND 13    
COURSE OVERVIEW COURSE OVERVIEW COURSE OVERVIEW COURSE OVERVIEW ––––    AQAAQAAQAAQA    
AS Examination AS Examination AS Examination AS Examination ––––    1411141114111411    
Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 ----    Biology and diBiology and diBiology and diBiology and disease sease sease sease ––––    BIOL1BIOL1BIOL1BIOL1    
Disease may be caused by infectious pathogens or may reflect the effects of lifestyle.  This unit 
focuses on the cell, the digestive system, the lungs, the heart and the immune system. 
Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 ----    The variety of living organisms The variety of living organisms The variety of living organisms The variety of living organisms ––––    BIOL2BIOL2BIOL2BIOL2    
Living organisms vary and this variation is influenced by genetic and environmental factors. This unit 
focuses on DNA as an information-carrying molecule. Its sequence of bases determines the structure 
of proteins, including enzymes. Similarities and differences in DNA results in genetic diversity. The 
variety of life is extensive and this is reflected in similarities and differences in both biochemical 
basis and cellular organisation. 
Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 ––––    Investigative and practical skills in AS Biology Investigative and practical skills in AS Biology Investigative and practical skills in AS Biology Investigative and practical skills in AS Biology ––––    BIOL3BIOL3BIOL3BIOL3    
This unit will address the following aspects of the AS subject criteria. The ability to:  

• demonstrate and describe ethical, safe and skilful practical techniques, selecting appropriate 
qualitative and quantitative methods 

• make, record and communicate reliable and valid observations and measurements with 
appropriate precision and accuracy 

• analyse, interpret, explain and evaluate the methodology, results and impact of their own and 
others’ experimental and investigatory activities in a variety of ways. 

A2 Examination A2 Examination A2 Examination A2 Examination ––––    2412412412411111    
Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 ----    Populations and environment Populations and environment Populations and environment Populations and environment ––––    BIOL4BIOL4BIOL4BIOL4    
Living organisms form structured communities within dynamic but essentially stable ecosystems 
through which energy is transferred and chemical elements are cycled. 
Humans are part of the ecological balance and their activities affect it both directly and indirectly. 
Consideration of these effects underpins the content of this unit and should lead to an 
understanding that sustainability of resources depends on effective management of the conflict 
between human needs and conservation. 
Unit 5 Unit 5 Unit 5 Unit 5 ----    Control in cells and in organisms Control in cells and in organisms Control in cells and in organisms Control in cells and in organisms ––––    BIOL5BIOL5BIOL5BIOL5    
Multicellular organisms are able to control the activities of different tissues and organs within their 
bodies. They do this by detecting stimuli and stimulating appropriate effectors: plants use specific 
growth factors; animals use hormones, nerve impulses or a combination of both. By responding to 
internal and external stimuli, animals increase their chances of survival by avoiding harmful 
environments and by maintaining optimal conditions for their metabolism. 
Consideration of control mechanisms underpins the content of this unit. Students who have studied 
it should develop an understanding of the ways in which organisms and cells control their activities. 
This should lead to an appreciation of common ailments resulting from a breakdown of these control 
mechanisms and the use of DNA technology in the diagnosis and treatment of human diseases. 
Unit 6 Unit 6 Unit 6 Unit 6 ––––    Investigative and practical skills A2 Biology Investigative and practical skills A2 Biology Investigative and practical skills A2 Biology Investigative and practical skills A2 Biology ––––    BIOL6BIOL6BIOL6BIOL6    
This unit will address the following aspects of the A2 subject criteria. The ability to: 

• demonstrate and describe ethical, safe and skilful practical techniques, selecting appropriate 
qualitative and quantitative methods 

• make, record and communicate reliable and valid observations and measurements with 
appropriate precision and accuracy 

• analyse, interpret, explain and evaluate the methodology, results and impact of their own and 
others’ experimental and investigatory activities in a variety of ways. 
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CHEMISTRYCHEMISTRYCHEMISTRYCHEMISTRY AS AND A2AS AND A2AS AND A2AS AND A2: YEARS 12 ANYEARS 12 ANYEARS 12 ANYEARS 12 AND 13D 13D 13D 13    

COURSE OVERVIEW COURSE OVERVIEW COURSE OVERVIEW COURSE OVERVIEW ----    OCROCROCROCR    
AS Exam H034AS Exam H034AS Exam H034AS Exam H034    
Unit F321: Unit F321: Unit F321: Unit F321: Atoms, Bonds and GroupsAtoms, Bonds and GroupsAtoms, Bonds and GroupsAtoms, Bonds and Groups    
This unit contains the basic concepts of chemistry. The electronic structure of atoms, molecules and 
ions is studied and then linked to the periodic table and reactivity. The basic chemistry of group I, 
group VII and acids and alkalis are used to illustrate these points. Students also develop an ability to 
calculate amounts of substance reacting. 
Unit F322: Unit F322: Unit F322: Unit F322: Chains, Energy and ResourcesChains, Energy and ResourcesChains, Energy and ResourcesChains, Energy and Resources    
Unit 2 begins with an introduction to organic chemistry. The following classes of compounds are 
studied: alkanes, alkenes, alcohols and carbonyl compounds. Students then learn to interpret the 
results of various analytical techniques. 
The rate and equilibria of a reaction are important industrial considerations. Students learn how to 
control the rate and equilibrium position of a reaction and undertake various calculations of the 
energy changes associated with a reaction. 
The unit finishes with a study of how we can minimise the environmental impact of chemical 
processes. 
Unit F323: Unit F323: Unit F323: Unit F323: Practical Skills in Chemistry 1Practical Skills in Chemistry 1Practical Skills in Chemistry 1Practical Skills in Chemistry 1    
This AS (practical skills) unit is teacher assessed and externally moderated by OCR. 
Candidates are assessed on one task from each of the following categories: qualitative, quantitative 
and evaluative tasks. 
A2 Exam H434A2 Exam H434A2 Exam H434A2 Exam H434    
Unit F324: Unit F324: Unit F324: Unit F324: Rings, Polymers and AnalysisRings, Polymers and AnalysisRings, Polymers and AnalysisRings, Polymers and Analysis    
The chemistry of a wider range of organic compounds is studied including aromatic compounds, 
amines and fats. The detail of polymerisation and synthesis of complex chemicals which may be 
medicines or cosmetics is studied. Students learn how to use and interpret a wide range of analytical 
techniques. 
Unit F325: Unit F325: Unit F325: Unit F325: Equilibria, Energetics and ElementsEquilibria, Energetics and ElementsEquilibria, Energetics and ElementsEquilibria, Energetics and Elements    
This unit is mainly quantitative in approach; students learn calculations involving pH, rates, 
equilibrium and energy. Students also study the chemistry of transition metal complex ions. 
Unit F326: Unit F326: Unit F326: Unit F326: Practical Skills in Chemistry 2Practical Skills in Chemistry 2Practical Skills in Chemistry 2Practical Skills in Chemistry 2    
This A2 (practical skills) unit is teacher assessed and externally moderated by OCR. 
Candidates are assessed on one task from each of the following categories: qualitative, quantitative 
and evaluative tasks. 

PHYSICS AS and A2: YEARS 12 AND 13PHYSICS AS and A2: YEARS 12 AND 13PHYSICS AS and A2: YEARS 12 AND 13PHYSICS AS and A2: YEARS 12 AND 13    
AS COURSE OVERVIEW: AQA SPECIFICATION 1451AS COURSE OVERVIEW: AQA SPECIFICATION 1451AS COURSE OVERVIEW: AQA SPECIFICATION 1451AS COURSE OVERVIEW: AQA SPECIFICATION 1451    
The course, as detailed in the AQA specification, is as follows: 
Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 Unit 1 ––––    PHYA1: Particles, QPHYA1: Particles, QPHYA1: Particles, QPHYA1: Particles, Quantum Phenomena and Electricityuantum Phenomena and Electricityuantum Phenomena and Electricityuantum Phenomena and Electricity    
This unit is in three parts:  

1) It covers the structure of the atom, and stable and unstable nuclei before delving deeper into 
the world of subatomic particles and their interactions. 

2) The photoelectric effect introduces the concept of wave-particle duality. Energy levels in an 
atom explain the existence of the spectra of elements. 

3) Current electricity is dealt with in greater depth than at GCSE level. Resistivity, the potential 
divider and electromotive force are introduced. Sinusoidal alternating currents are 
investigated; root mean square and peak-to-peak vales defined. The oscilloscope is used as 
an AC voltmeter to measure frequency and peak voltage. 

Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 Unit 2 ––––    PHYA2: Mechanics, Materials and WavesPHYA2: Mechanics, Materials and WavesPHYA2: Mechanics, Materials and WavesPHYA2: Mechanics, Materials and Waves    
This unit is in three parts: 

1) Mechanics: scalars and vectors, moments, motion in a straight line and in two dimensions 
under gravity, Newton’s Laws of Motion, work energy and power, conservation of energy. 

2) The bulk properties of solids: density, the Young Modulus, tensile stress and strain. 
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3) An introduction to foundation wave theory leads on to a study of refraction, superposition, 
interference and diffraction. 

Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Unit 3 ––––    PHYA3X: Investigative and Practical Skills in AS PhysicsPHYA3X: Investigative and Practical Skills in AS PhysicsPHYA3X: Investigative and Practical Skills in AS PhysicsPHYA3X: Investigative and Practical Skills in AS Physics    
The assessment of this unit is through a one-off practical activity. The methods of gathering, 
presenting and analysing data in an appropriate, safe skilful manner are introduced throughout the 
teaching of Units 1 and 2. 
    
A2 COURSE OVERVIEW: AQA SPECIFICATION 2451A2 COURSE OVERVIEW: AQA SPECIFICATION 2451A2 COURSE OVERVIEW: AQA SPECIFICATION 2451A2 COURSE OVERVIEW: AQA SPECIFICATION 2451    
The course, as detailed in the AQA specification, is as follows: 
Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 Unit 4 ––––    PHYA4: Fields and Further MechanicsPHYA4: Fields and Further MechanicsPHYA4: Fields and Further MechanicsPHYA4: Fields and Further Mechanics    
This unit is in three main parts: 

1) Momentum, followed by Simple Harmonic Motion which leads on to a study of simple 
harmonic systems, forced vibrations and resonance in real situations. 

2) Electric and gravitational fields are studied (field strength, potential). The analogy between 
the underlying physics of these two fields is stressed. The study of electric fields leads onto a 
study of capacitance, whereas the study of gravitational fields leads onto a study of planetary 
and satellite orbits. 

3) Magnetic fields: the concepts of flux density and flux linkage are introduced. Electromagnetic 
induction (including a study of the transformer) follows. 

Unit 5 Unit 5 Unit 5 Unit 5 ––––    PHYA5APHYA5APHYA5APHYA5A----D: Nuclear Physics, Thermal Physics and an OptD: Nuclear Physics, Thermal Physics and an OptD: Nuclear Physics, Thermal Physics and an OptD: Nuclear Physics, Thermal Physics and an Optional Topicional Topicional Topicional Topic    
This paper is in two sections: core topics plus an optional section. 
The core part of this unit is in two parts: 

1) Nuclear Physics: evidence for the nucleus, nuclear radius, nuclear instability with a study of α, 
β and γ radiation and a quantitative study of radioactive decay. E = mc2 and its application to 
fission and fusion events. The features of a nuclear fission power station. 

2) Thermal Physics: calculations involving exchanges of energy (changes of temperature and 
state). The molecular kinetic theory model of gases used to explain the behaviour of ideal 
gases. 

There are 4 options: Astronomy and Cosmology, Medical Physics, Applied Physics (rotational 
dynamics and thermodynamics), Turning Points in Physics. The option is determined partly by a 
student poll, partly  by recommendation by the ‘A’ level teaching staff. 
Unit 6 Unit 6 Unit 6 Unit 6 ––––    PHYA6X: Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 PhysicsPHYA6X: Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 PhysicsPHYA6X: Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 PhysicsPHYA6X: Investigative and Practical Skills in A2 Physics    
The assessment of this unit is through a one-off practical activity. The methods of gathering, 
presenting and analysing data in an appropriate, safe skilful manner are developed throughout the 
teaching of Units 4 and 5.        
    
Review Date:  October 2012Review Date:  October 2012Review Date:  October 2012Review Date:  October 2012    


